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MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

King’s Speech
On 13 May 2026, King Charles delivered the King’s Speech at the State Opening of Parliament,
setting out the Government’s legislative programme for the forthcoming parliamentary session.

This King's Speech marked the opening of the second Parliamentary session following the 2024
General Election, after an extended first session. The Speech followed the May 2026 local elections
in England in which Reform UK picked up more than 1,450 council seats, and the governing Labour
Party lost more than 1,460 seats as well as losing its position as the largest party in the Senedd in
Wales for the first time.

In advance of the King’s Speech, Ministers indicated that the Government would prioritise delivery,
economic growth and reform of public services, while seeking to demonstrate progress against its
core missions.

The Technical Support Team produced an on-the-day briefing which can be found at the link below.
The main bill of interest to policing was the Police Reform Bill, but there were others of interest to
those in the public sector, such as the Public Office (Accountability) Bill which was carried over from
the last session and places a duty on public officials to act with candour, openness and honesty,
particularly in dealings with investigations.

Separately, the Crime and Policing Act 2026 had received Royal Assent shortly before the King's
Speech. The Act contains more than 70 measures including tougher police powers to crack down on
antisocial behaviour and retail crime by:

> Introducing respect orders to enable the police to ban repeat offenders from town centres

and other locations.

» Removing the requirement for police to issue a prior warning before seizing any vehicle used
in an anti-social manner.

> Ending the outdated treatment of theft under the value of £200 as a summary-only offence
so perpetrators can be punished properly.

> Introducing a bespoke offence for assaulting a retail worker with a possible sentence of six
months in prison.

These new measures will be underpinned by the Government’s Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee
to deliver an additional 13,000 neighbourhood officers by the end of this Parliament. The Act also
includes measures relating to online stalking, protections for children and vulnerable adults, and the
sale of knives.

“® PACCTS Website: Briefing
“B GOV Website: Publication

Children in Custody Survey
On 23 July, the TST sent out a survey regarding the costs of keeping children in custody at the
request of Jane Heppel of West Mids. The survey asks two questions:

Does your Force recover the costs of keeping children in custody from a local authority, where a
local authority has failed to fulfil their responsibility to provide a nonsecure bed?
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Does your Force recover the costs of keeping children in custody from a local authority, where a
local authority has failed to fulfil their responsibility to provide a secure bed?

Please could send your answers to the TST as soon as is possible. If you did not receive the email,
please get in touch. The responses will be shared with members as soon as is possible.

PUBLICATIONS

Rewiring the State: Cabinet Statement

Published: 31 July 2026

On 31 luly, the Government published a Cabinet statement setting out plans to transfer further
powers, resources and functions from central government to mayors and local authorities.

Of particular relevance to policing, the statement proposes, where possible, aligning regional police
forces with strategic authority boundaries by the end of this Parliament, alongside greater local
democratic control over public services and increased pooling of funding for preventative activity. It
also confirms plans for mayors to retain a share of business rates from April 2027 and a share of
local income tax from April 2028.

The full statement is available below.

“B GOV Website: Statement

POCA Dashboard

Circulated: 31 July 2026

On 31 July, the latest POCA dashboard was circulated. Included in the circulation were the following
headlines:

> Confiscation Order recelpts were £39.1m at Q1 YTD 2026-27.

> £6.9m in compensation was paid to victims from proceeds of crime recovered through
confiscation order recejpts.

> Civil recovery order receipts were £153k and saw a substantial decrease compared to Q1
2025-26 YTD.

> Asset denial performance is £260.7m, up 18% from Q1 YTD 2025-26.

> £75.7m was seized and frozen under Forfeiture powers at Q1 YTD 2026-27.

> This period saw 7 crypto seizures granted totalling £1.1m, and £583k of cryptoassets has
been identified for recovery in Q1 YTD.

The dashboard can be found at the link below.

“B GOV Website: Dashboard

Police Workforce Statistics

Published: 22 July 2026

On 22 July, the Home Office released the Police workforce, England and Wales: 31 March 2026. As
at 31 March 2026, the total number of FTE police officers stood at 145,886, a decrease of 566, or
0.4%, compared with the previous year. The number of police officers working in frontline roles also
decreased by 1.3% over the 12 months to 31 March 2026 from 117,282 FTE to 115,764 FTE.
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The total police workforce figures has also decreased over the 12 months to 31 March 2026, down
from 235,773 to 234,441 FTE, a reduction of 0.6%.

Due to changes in student officer counting rules, data for 2025 onwards are not directly comparable
with earlier years.

The full publication is available below.

“B GOV Website: Statistics

President’s Update

Published: 17 July 2026

The President of PACCTS, Nicola Allen, has written her July newsletter, keeping members informed
of the latest developments within police governance reform.

There are currently three areas of reform under way: Police Governance Reform, Police Reform and
Local Government Reform (with a briefing on local government reform available in the PACCTS
newsletter).

The update provides information on the various working groups on which PACCTS members sit,
issues arising and areas requiring further clarification. However, the update notes that given the
summer recess, there have been fewer meetings and limited developments since the previous
update.

“B PACCTS Website: Newsletter

The Predictors of Police Demand: A Rapid Evidence Review

Published: 16 July 2026

On 16 luly, the Home Office published a rapid evidence review examining the factors associated
with crime and non-crime demand on the police.

The review identified 49 predictors associated with 27 types of crime and non-crime demand,
including deprivation, unemployment, population change, demographic factors and major events.
The review notes that these relationships are generally correlational and may vary according to local
circumstances.

The full review is available below.

“B GOV Website: Publication

Local Government Reorganisation Briefing

Published: 16 July 2026

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has been consulting on
proposals to replace the current two-tier system of local government with unitary authorities.

On 16 July, MHCLG confirmed the arrangements in most of the remaining two-tier areas.
The Written Ministerial Statement announcing the decisions also confirmed the Transitional Support

Funding of “more than £1m per new unitary created”. This includes £900,000 per unitary, which had
previously been announced, but now adds £150,000 per new unitary for “leadership capacity and
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continuity in children'’s services, adults social care and public health”. Up to £1m will also be available
for areas with “complex fire and rescue authority transitions”.

The briefing outlines the selected proposal for each area.

“® PACCTS Website: Briefing

Most Similar Forces

Published: 16 July 2026

On 16 luly, the Home Office published an updated Most Similar Forces tool, which groups police
force areas according to socio-economic, demographic and environmental characteristics.

Each force has been grouped with six other force areas to support benchmarking of weighted crime
and anti-social behaviour rates. The Home Office advises that the suitability of the groups for
measurements should be validated by users.

The user guide, technical report and force groupings are available below. The annex contains a
spreadsheet showing each force and the six force areas with which it has been grouped.

“B GOV Website: Publication
“B GOV Website: Annex

Police Performance Levels

Published: 16 July 2026

On 16 July, HMICFRS published its police performance levels for July 2026. The Policing Performance
System was introduced in April 2026, replacing the previous monitoring arrangements. The system
assigns each force to one of four levels based on its current performance and the support or
intervention required.

Of the 43 forces, 29 are at level one, 13 are at level two and Lincolnshire is at level three. No force
is currently at level four. The full list can be found at the link below.

B HMICFRS Website: Publication

PCC Pay Award

Published: 16 July 2026

Sarah Jones, the Minister of State for Policing and Crime, wrote to the APCC confirming the 2026-
27 pay award for PCCs. The letter states that the Government has accepted the SSRB’s
recommendation that PCC base salaries should increase in line with chief police officer salaries,
unless the Home Secretary requests a separate review.

“A consolidated uplift of 3.5% will be awarded to each of the current PCC pay groups, with effect
from 1 May 2026.”

The revised salaries are set out in the annex to the letter.

“® PACCTS Website: Letter
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Police Pay
Published: 15 July 2026
On 15 July, the Police Remuneration Review Body (PRRB) published its 2026 report on police officer
pay in England and Wales. The PRRB recommended a consolidated pay increase of 3.9% for all
ranks up to and including chief superintendent.

The Government did not accept the recommendation in full, instead announcing a 3.5% increase for
all ranks and pay points from 1 September 2026. The Home Office will provide additional funding of
£84m in 2026-27 to support forces with the cost of the award, allocated using Police Funding Formula
shares.

“B GOV Website: Publication
“B Parliament Website: Statement

ROCU Letter

Published: 3 July 2026

On 3 July, Dame Angela Eagle sent a letter to PCCs and Chief Constables regarding the next steps
on ROCU funding and the Government’s current position. The letter states: “I am clear on the need
to work together to ensure that ROCU capabilities are funded appropriately as we transition towards
the new policing structures set out in the recent Police Reform White Paper.”

The letter continues: "I am not yet able to provide clarity on funding for 2027/28 but hope to be
able to do so later in the year once the position on budgets for 2027/28 is clear.”

Separately, on 21 July, it was reported that ROCUs were expanding their focus to include online
predators. Figures released by the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) showed ROCUs arrested
4,363 suspects over the past year, secured prison sentences totalling 7,242 years and safeguarded
2,259 children and 823 adults.

“B PACCTS Website: Letter
“B Police Professional Website: Article

The Economic Value of Policing to Businesses in England and Wales

Dated: May 2026

A report, produced by James Rockey of the University of Birmingham, Jesse Matheson of the
University of Sheffield and Brendon McConnell of City St George’s, University of London, dated May
2026 and released shortly thereafter. The report delves into the economic value that policing
provides, beyond surface level costs such as stolen stock and damage to premises. The report
provides the first estimates of the full economic burden of crime on businesses and uses this estimate
to evaluate the contribution of policing to business output.

The report calculates a benefit-cost ratio for policing of 10.7 to 1. The report estimates that a 10%
increase in policing, costing £1.4bn, would deliver gross benefits of £14.6bn over three years,
equivalent to a net benefit of around £13bn.

The report is well worth reading and follows a report circulated in 2025 entitled "7he Contribution
of Policing to UK Economic Growth”. Both reports are available below.

“B PACCTS Website: The Economic Value of Policing to Businesses in England and Wales
“B PACCTS Website: The Contribution of Policing to UK Economic Growth
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High Street Organised Crime Unit
Published: 19 May 2026
On 19 May, the Home Office announced an additional £30m of funding over three years for a High
Street Organised Crime Unit bringing together the National Crime Agency (NCA), government
departments, policing partners and Trading Standards. Proposals for the unit were originally outlined
in the 2025 Autumn Budget.

£20m of the funding will support the NCA to recruit an additional 75 police officers in three hotspot
regions — Greater Manchester, the West Midlands, Essex and Kent.

Trading Standards will receive an additional £6m. The Chartered Trading Standards Institute
suggests that cuts to its members’ resources have allowed serious and organised crime to gain a
foothold on high streets.

The remaining £3.75m will be split between Immigration Enforcement, HMRC and the operation of
the unit.

“B GOV Website: Announcement

Operation Beaconport

Published: 19 May 2026

On 19 May 2026, the Home Office announced £100m to crack down on child sexual abuse, including
tracing grooming gangs and protecting victims. The announcement also included plans to give police
forces in England and Wales greater access to Al technology to detect and bring predators to justice
more rapidly. To support this work, the Tackling Organised Exploitation Programme, led by the
NPCC, will receive £9.3m in 2026-27.

In a letter to chief constables, Acting Chief Constable Becky Riggs, the NPCC lead for CPAI (Child
Protection and Abuse Investigation), outlined the first-year funding allocations of the £24.7m for
territorial police forces. Allocations were based on formula funding shares. However, Ms Riggs noted
that "the allocation of year one funding and is not indicative of future allocations.”

The NCA has published an update on the national investigation into group-based child sexual abuse,
available below.

“B GOV Website: Announcement
“B NCA Website: Update

Project Vigilant

Published: 13 March 2026

Project Vigilant was initially launched in 2019, with Home Office-funded deployments subsequently
taking place across three force areas: Thames Valley, Wiltshire and Norfolk. The project deploys
highly trained undercover officers in busy night time hotspots to spot high risk behaviour. They alert
uniformed officers, enabling the police to intervene early and disrupt offending before it escalates
into violent crime.

The scheme has since been expanded to include a further nine forces, supported by an additional
£1m of funding. Funding for future years has yet to be confirmed by the Home Office.

“B GOV Website: Announcement
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CONSULTATIONS

OPEN

Consultation on the 2027/28 Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in
the UK

Published: 20 July 2026

Closing: 27 September 2026

CIPFA/LASAAC has issued its annual consultation on the 2027/28 Code of Practice on Local Authority
Accounting in the United Kingdom. The 2027/28 Code will apply to accounting periods starting on
or after 1 April 2027.

Key proposals include defining elected members as the primary users of the accounts, introducing a
separate accountability report from 2028/29 and potentially removing the Expenditure and Funding
Analysis from 2027-28. The consultation also considers significant reforms to pensions reporting and
the phased introduction of sustainability reporting aligned with the recommendations of the Task
Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD)".

Should members wish to respond, please complete the online response form through the CIPFA
website by 27 September. Should you have any problems, please contact cipfalasaac@cipfa.org.

“B CIPFA Website: Consultation
“B CIPFA Website: ITC Form

NEwWS ARTICLES

POLICE REFORM

The National Police Service: Lessons from Scotland’s transformation that England &
Wales can't afford to ignore

The ambitious proposals for structural change set out in the Government’s police reform white paper
will see transformation on a huge scale, affecting 43 forces across England and Wales as well as the
NCA, ROCUs, CT policing, and multiple national units; Martin Leven, who as CIO of the Scottish
Police Services Authority led the tech strategy for the merger of eight forces to create Police
Scotland, highlights some of the key lessons from that process, and the steps that can be taken to
avoid the main pitfalls.

“® Please access the news article here

Blunkett: police leadership needs "ethical reset"
Speaking to the BBC's Sunday with Laura Kuenssberg ahead of the report’s release, Lord Blunkett
said the service “isn't good enough” and that morale and motivation across policing needed a “reset”.

He noted that none of England and Wales’ 43 police forces were rated “outstanding” for leadership
in the most recent round of inspections. Almost a third of forces were assessed as requiring
improvement, and two as inadequate. Separately, the former home secretary said eight serving or
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former chief constables are currently under disciplinary investigation or awaiting the outcome of
one.
“® Please access the news article here

Mahmood’s police reforms at risk under Burnham
Shabana Mahmood’s proposals for police force mergers could be put at risk if Andy Burnham takes
over as prime minister, it has emerged.

The Labour leadership front-runner is understood to be sceptical about the plans to merge police
forces to reduce the current 43 forces in England and Wales to between 12 and 20 larger regional
constabularies.

Ms Mahmood has commissioned a review, headed by Lord Bernard Hogan-Howe, the former Met
commissioner, to produce a blueprint for the new policing structure.

“B Please access the news article here
Police restructures to mirror new council areas
Surrey Police says it has restructured how its divisions are set up as part of plans to modernise the

force.

Earlier this month, it moved to a new east and west arrangement to replace its former three divisions.
following a review of how it operates.

The move aims to reflect government plans for devolution and local authority reorganisation, which
would see the creation of two new councils for East and West Surrey in April 2027.

“B Please access the news article here

ECONOMY AND PUBLIC FINANCE

Bank of England holds interest rates at 3.75% as inflation fears mount
The Bank of England has kept UK interest rates on hold as it warned that a further escalation in the
Iran war could drive inflation above 4% next year, adding to cost of living pressures on households.

Against a volatile backdrop in the Middle East conflict, the Bank’s monetary policy committee (MPC)
voted by six to three to keep its key base rate at the current level of 3.75%.

As Donald Trump's renewed attacks on Iran drive up global energy prices, the Bank warned that an
“adverse scenario” involving a drawn-out war and oil prices remaining above $100 a barrel could
drive UK inflation to a peak of 4.5% by the middle of 2027.

“B Please access the news article here

UK inflation falls to 2.6%, but economists warn the drop is likely temporary

Inflation dropped to 2.6%, in positive news for a new government promising to cut living costs,
but ministers face a warning that the “honeymoon period will be short-lived” as prices are set to
rise again.
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The annual June figure was published after the new prime minister Andy Burnham pledged to reduce
the cost of living and improve the economy, saying he could use “flexibility” within the UK'’s fiscal
rules.

He has already announced a winter VAT cut on electricity bills and lowered the cap on bus fares in
England to £2.

“B Please access the news article here

Healey commits to fiscal discipline as *first duty’ in speech to Treasury team
The new chancellor John Healey has made fiscal discipline the first of his five priorities, telling
officials it “must be the first duty” of his office.

In his first speech after being appointed chancellor earlier this week, John Healey outlined his five
priorities, and said that he and prime minister Andy Burnham had discussed how to meet the
government’s fiscal rules “in lockstep”, including building a buffer for economic uncertainty.

Speaking to Treasury staff, he said the challenges Britain faces are “still deep”, with low growth,
high debt and overstretched public finances amid international threats.

“B Please access the news article here

UK inflation falls to 15-month low in June thanks to lower petrol prices
UK inflation fell to 2.6 per cent in June, the lowest rate in 15 months as households benefitted from
food and fuel prices dropping in an early boost to the cost-of-living-focused Andy Burnham.

The rate of Consumer Prices Index (CPI) came down from 2.8 per cent in May, according to the
Office for National Statistics (ONS), the lowest level since March 2025 — and also below the 2.7 per
cent rate that most economists had been expecting.

“® Please access the news article here

Healey faces immediate headroom headache
New chancellor John Healey faces some difficult choices, experts have warned, after the latest ONS
data highlighted public finances on a knife edge despite a fall in borrowing in the last month.

Public sector net borrowing came in at £16bn in June 2026, £7.9bn less than was recorded in June
last year and £300m less than the forecast from the OBR. However, borrowing in the financial year-
to-date is still £2.7bn above forecasts made before the conflict between US/Israel and Iran began.

Meanwhile, the conflict in the Middle East is estimated to have already reduced Healey’s headroom
against the fiscal rules from £23.6bn at the time of the Spring Forecast to around £10bn. According
to analysis by the Resolution Foundation, this marks a historical low relative to the average of £29bn
held by chancellors between 2010 and 2024.

“B Please access the news article here

UK economy grew by 0.1% in May despite impact of Iran war
The UK economy returned to growth in May, despite the impact of the Iran war on energy costs,
official figures show.
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The Office for National Statistics said GDP rose 0.1% in May, in line with economists’ forecasts, after
a 0.1% decline in April.

Despite April’s dip, the economy appears to have been more resilient in the face of rising energy
costs linked to the Middle East conflict than some analysts had feared.

“B Please access the news article here

POLICE FINANCES

Football clubs urged to ease police cost burden on taxpayers
Football clubs have been urged to contribute more to the cost of match policing to ease the burden
on taxpayers.

The current model whereby clubs are not responsible for policing expenses outside stadiums "simply
cannot continue", according to Chief Constable Mark Roberts, the UK's football policing lead.

Statistics released by the Home Office show incidents were reported at 1,644 matches last season
in England and Wales - the highest figure since the UK Football Policing Unit (UKFPU) started
collecting the data in 2017-18.

“B Please access the news article here

Diversity and equality initiatives have cost British police £631m since 2020
Diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives have cost British police an estimated £631 million since
2020, a think tank has claimed.

The report by Policy Exchange estimated that forces and police and crime commissioners have
incurred £431 million in manpower costs of training, £177 million on dedicated inclusion roles and
£23 million on external consultancy since May 2020.

It said that police budgeting ranged from Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary’s £861,000
“Inclusion Matters” scheme to smaller costs such as Stonewall training, courses and an £8,000 film
and poetry project.

“® Please access the news article here
'Failures’ led to £65m police budget hole — experts
An investigation into a £65m budget hole at South Yorkshire Police has found there were

"misjudgements, weaknesses and failures" in key accounting policies.

South Yorkshire Mayor Oliver Coppard launched the investigation in 2024 when he assumed
responsibilities for the police and crime commissioner role.

His finance officers highlighted "serious accounting omissions and budgetary errors, which had gone
undetected in previous financial years", although there was no indication of fraud.
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Former Police and Crime Commissioner Dr Alan Billings, who oversaw the budget at the time, called
for the report to be withdrawn, saying it was "a difference of professional judgement" between
finance officers.

“B Please access the news article here
Allow councils to put up council tax by as much as they want, MPs tell Burnham
A cross-party group of MPs has told prime minister-in-waiting Andy Burnham he should allow councils
to increase council tax by as much as they want.
The recommendation comes as part of the all-party parliamentary group (APPG) on local
government's report, seen by Sky News, into how fiscal devolution is vital to delivering economic
growth.

“B Please access the news article here

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION

Number of police officers sacked in England and Wales hits record high, figures show
The number of police officers sacked each year from forces in England and Wales has hit a record
high, figures show.

Some 461 officers were dismissed or had their contracts terminated in 2025/26, up from 426 in
the previous 12 months.

It is the third year in a row that a new record has been set, according to data published by the
Home Office.

“B Please access the news article here.

Enhanced support for police in traumatic and dangerous environments

Police officers who put themselves in harm’s way to protect their communities will get access to
expanded crucial services to help them deal with the demands of working in dangerous and traumatic
environments.

Officers fighting crime in their communities put their lives at risk every day and are repeatedly
exposed to traumatic incidents in high-pressure environments. The consequences can be extremely
damaging for their physical and mental health. Post-traumatic stress disorder and other mental
health conditions are highly prevalent amongst frontline officers.

Around 150,000 clinical psychological risk assessments and ‘lighter touch” mental health checks will
be available each year for officers and staff in operational roles, signposting them quickly to the best
support when they need it most.

“B Please access the news article here.

PFEW calls for three-year pay deal with annual seven per cent rises

The Police Federation of England and Wales (PFEW) has called on the Government to introduce a
multi-year police pay settlement, including a minimum seven per cent consolidated pay rise this
year and in each of the following two years.
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The proposal forms part of the Federation’s submission to the Police Remuneration Review Body
(PRRB), which advises ministers on police pay and conditions.

National secretary John Partington said police officer pay had suffered “prolonged real-terms
erosion” since 2010 and argued that a one-year settlement would not address the cumulative impact
on officers’ earnings. He said a longer-term deal would provide certainty for both officers and forces
planning their budgets.

“B Please access the news article here.
Police officers in uproar over changes to pension lump sum
Police officers in England and Wales have criticised overnight cuts to their pensions that could see
some of them thousands of pounds worse off.
New rules that came into effect last week mean a police officer retiring today will receive a lump
sum that is almost 5 per cent less than an officer who retired before May 22, despite having sacrificed
the same amount of monthly pension income to get it.

“B Please access the news article here.

PoLICE DEMAND

Armed police to protect Pride after Berlin attack
Armed officers will be deployed to Britain’s largest Pride festival following the Berlin attack.

Wes Streeting, the Defence Secretary, condemned the “absolutely horrific” van and stabbing attack
at the German parade, which killed one person and injured at least 29 others.

Abdul Ballout, the suspect who had suspected links to the Islamic State terror group, was shot dead
by police on Sunday after being on the run for nearly 24 hours.

“B Please access the news article here.

Knife homicides recorded by police fall to lowest level for 35 years
The number of homicides involving a knife or sharp instrument recorded annually by police in
England and Wales has fallen to its lowest level for 35 years.

Some 176 knife homicides were logged by forces in 2025/26, down 14% from 204 in the previous
12 months. This is the lowest number since 175 were recorded in 1990/91, according to figures
published by the Office for National Statistics (ONS).

“® Please access the news article here.
World Cup: Domestic abuse reached record high in UK

Domestic abuse incidents during the 2026 FIFA World Cup were at their highest recorded level
compared with similar tournaments, the UK Football Policing Unit has said.
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Chief Constable Mark Roberts, the Football Policing National Lead in charge of policing football in
the UK, said the World Cup and associated alcohol consumption had led to an overall increase in
reported incidents.

In total, 384 domestic violence incidents were reported during the tournament - representing 17 per
cent of the 2,322 incidents reported.

“B Please access the news article here.

ROCUs expand focus to online predators

Originally established in 2013 to combat organised crime groups involved in drugs, firearms and
money laundering, the network of around 4,000 officers and staff across England and Wales is now
playing a growing role in protecting vulnerable people from online harm.

Figures released by the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) show ROCUs arrested 4,363 suspects
over the past year, secured prison sentences totalling 7,242 years and safeguarded 2,259 children
and 823 adults.

The units also carried out 3,570 disruptions against organised crime groups, arrested 1,492 suspects
for drugs and firearms offences, seized 95 firearms and more than 1.5 tonnes of cocaine, 158kg of
heroin and 8.4 tonnes of cannabis.

“B Please access the news article here.
Criminal gangs blamed for surge in illegal waste
In the shadow of Bradford City's famous Valley Parade football stadium a crime scene is in place,
with investigators sifting through thousands of tonnes of illegally dumped household and commercial
waste.

Sandwiched between Midland Road and the railway line, the enormous pile of rubbish was reported
to the Environment Agency (EA) on 1 July.

Since then officers from the EA, Bradford Council, West Yorkshire Police and West Yorkshire Fire and
Rescue Service have been at the scene gathering evidence, as they try to work out who is
responsible.

“B Please access the news article here.

Police force seizes 450 e-scooters in a year
Cambridgeshire Police said it seized more than 450 e-scooters between April 2025 and March 2026.

It also confiscated 126 e-bikes and issued about 180 fines during the same period.

It came as compensation paid to people injured in incidents involving e-scooters and e-bikes in the
UK has topped £100m over the past seven years, according to the Motor Insurers' Bureau.

“B Please access the news article here.

POLICE GENERAL
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Andy Burnham: good or bad news for policing?
Andy Burnham is the new Prime Minister — but does that mean a new relationship between the
Government and the country’s police officers... or will it be meet the new boss... same as the old
boss? Minia Bennie reviews his track record on law and order.

Whilst the Labour Prime Minister was only elected MP for Makerfield on 18 June, he has a long
history of National Politics and experience of — as Mayor of Greater Manchester — essentially being
the area’s Police and Crime Commissioner.

“He was happy to listen and showed interest in the issues facing policing in GMP. I would say that
he gave a lot of support for GMP,” said Mike Peake, Chair of Greater Manchester Police Federation.

“B Please access the news article here

Ann Widdecombe police checking security of other former MPs
Counter terror police are reviewing the security arrangements of former MPs as part of the Ann
Widdecombe murder investigation, The i Paper understands.

The former Conservative MP and Reform spokesperson was found dead at her home in the village
of Haytor in Devon on Thursday, 9 July.

Police believe she was attacked at around 12.30pm on Wednesday 8 July and the investigation is
now being led by Counter Terrorism Policing South East (CTPSE).

“B Please access the news article here

First Reform UK police commissioner elected
A former detective has become the first Reform UK candidate to be elected as a police and crime
commissioner.

Colin Sutton, who led several high profile murder investigations during his 30-year-career, was
confirmed as the new Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for Norfolk after 32,647 people voted
for him.

The by-election was held following the resignation of Sarah Taylor, who was elected as a Labour
Party commissioner until she quit the party and became an independent in protest at the role being
scrapped. Voter turnout was 17%.

“B Please access the news article here

Drug-driving overtakes drink offences for first time on UK roads
The UK is in the midst of a “drug-driving epidemic”, campaigners have warned, after the number of
recorded offences overtook those for drink-driving for the first time.

DVLA figures showed that 30,707 drivers received penalty points for drug-driving last year, compared
with 29,769 for drink-driving.

Drivers aged between 17 and 24 were over-represented in the drug-driving figures, responsible for
almost a fifth of all recorded offences despite making up only 6 per cent of licence holders.

“B Please access the news article here
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Two-thirds of anti-social behaviour goes unreported

Nearly two-thirds of victims and witnesses of anti-social behaviour (ASB) did not report it to police,
councils, housing providers or any other agency in the past three years, according to a new survey.
The figure has risen from 56% in 2025 to 63% this year, raising concerns over public confidence in
reporting systems.

Commissioned by Resolve, the membership body for community safety professionals, the YouGov
polling found 28% of people feel unsafe in their local area due to ASB, while 6% have moved home
because of it. Just 6% recalled seeing information on how to report incidents.

“B Please access the news article here

Police leadership needs fundamental overhaul, review finds
Police leadership is not consistently of a high enough standard and requires a fundamental overhaul,
a landmark independent review has warned.

The report by the Police Leadership Commission found the system for identifying and developing
leaders was too weak, with chief constable roles in England and Wales often attracting a single
suitable candidate.

It also pointed to low morale and motivation within the service, recommending reformed recruitment
and promotion processes.

“B Please access the news article here

JUSTICE

Rape victim urges Burnham to ban sex offenders from early prison release
A woman who was raped as a child by her brother has urged Andy Burnham to permanently ban
sex offenders from early release after learning her sibling was set to be freed as soon as Christmas.

Charlotte McQueen, 29, said the Prime Minister’s review of the early release scheme was not enough
as she demanded he “commit” to ensuring no sex offenders and violent criminals would leave prison
early under sentencing reforms.

Mr Burnham announced that he was pausing the scheme to conduct a review, but it is unclear if
this move will be a permanent one. The announcement came in response to public anger that
police killers, grooming gang rapists and fatal drink drivers were due to be released early.

“B Please access the news article here.

PC Andrew Harper's widow Lissie Harper says it's 'deplorable’ that his killers may be
released early

The widow of PC Andrew Harper has said it is "deplorable" that two of the three men convicted over
his death are being considered for early release from prison.

PC Harper, who was 28, was fatally injured after being dragged for a mile behind the men's car
along a country road while responding to a burglary in Sulhamstead, Berkshire, in August 2019.
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He was trying to stop the group towing away a stolen quad bike.
“® Please access the news article here.

Former Home Secretary to lead major prison reform review

Violence, illicit drugs, and organised crime in prisons are set to be tackled head-on, as the
government launches a major independent review aimed at improving safety, security, and
rehabilitation outcomes across the UK prison estate.

Former Home Secretary Amber Rudd has been appointed to lead the review, which comes after
ministers intervened to stabilise what they described as a prison system on the brink of collapse.
Immediate measures taken over the past two years are now beginning to show early signs of
progress.

“B Please access the news article here.

TECHNOLOGY

Facial recognition vans to be deployed by police
Facial recognition cameras being rolled out in Nottinghamshire will come with strict controls, police
have said.

Marked vans will be deployed in public places and will compare those walking past with a "watchlist"
of individuals either wanted for crimes or subject to banning orders or reported missing.

Any matches made by the system will be verified by officers on the ground and all scans deleted
within seconds, the force said.

“B Please access the news article here.

Major disclosure reforms will see AI used to cut paperwork and speed up justice system
The announcement comes after the Home Office accepted key recommendations from Jonathan
Fisher KC's Independent Review of Disclosure and Fraud Offences, which included legislating Al to
speed up how evidence is reviewed.

The Home Office confirmed that artificial intelligence — or AI — will be used by officers to review and
summarise evidence. It said new legislation to allow forces to use technology during the disclosure
process will be introduced when parliamentary time allows.

Under current guidance, which was introduced in the mid-Nineties before iPhones, Google and
Facebook existed, case files were often contained to a single box. However, in 2026, some
investigations now have over half a million e-books’ worth of data, with the average fraud case
containing more than four million documents.

“B Please access the news article here.

AI agents in policing are having surprising results
After just six months in operation, two police forces have found that using artificial intelligence to
assist non-emergency calls is already reducing pressure on control rooms as demand grows.
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Thames Valley Police along with Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary have adopted Bobbi, an
agentic Al tool that answers non-emergency calls by drawing on a ‘walled garden’ of content owned
by these two forces. Chief Digital and Information Officer, Mike Lattanzio spoke about the impact
this tool is having since its introduction on the forces’ websites in November last year.

“B Please access the news article here.

PRISONS

Repurpose women'’s prisons for men, campaigners tell PM
Andy Burnham has been urged to convert at least one women's prison into a jail for men to reduce
overcrowding and the early releases of criminals.

Prison campaigners, prison officers’ leaders and senior Tories said the Prime Minister should consider
the change as part of a series of alternative measures to avoid releasing more offenders from jail
early.

“B Please access the news article here

Hotel riot inmate struggled in jail, inquest told

A man who died in prison two months after being jailed for his part in disorder outside a hotel
housing asylum seekers had previously tried to take his own life while on remand, a fellow inmate
has told an inquest.

Peter Lynch, 61, died from hanging at HMP Moorland, Doncaster, on 19 October 2024 after being
convicted of violent disorder during anti-immigration protests in Manvers, Rotherham, in August that
year.

“B Please access the news article here
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