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The Provisional 2022-23 Police Funding Settlement 
16 December 2021 

 
Introduction     
The 2022-23 Provisional Settlement was announced on 16 December in a written statement by the 
Crime and Policing Minister, Kit Malthouse. 

Full details of the Settlement can be found on the Home Office gov.uk pages. The Welsh Government 
also published information for the Welsh forces on their website.  

The deadline for submissions to the provisional settlement is 14 January. This settlement follows the 
first three-year SR for several years. Despite the economic landscape improving, there are still 
significant difficulties within the economy. Inflation is of particular concern with the Bank of England’s 
prediction of a CPI figure of over 5% in 2022 coming to fruition. Incidentally, the TST circulated a quick 
survey with force predictions of inflation in their respective areas. 

Prior to the publication of settlement, the sector was expecting a continuation of additional PUP 
funding for the recruitment of 8,000 officers (towards the 20,000 total). In a follow up meeting, Kit 
Malthouse confirmed that policing would receive an extra £550m in 2022-23, £650m in 2023-24 and 
£800m by 2024-25. At the time of SR, how this money was to be distributed was unknown, however, 
it was suggested that as well as PUP funding this would also give forces enough resource to fund a pay 
rise, in line with the end of the public sector pay freeze. 
 
The settlement also provided Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) in England with the flexibility to 
increase funding in each year of the SR21 period with a £10 council tax referendum limit.  According 
to the SR, if all PCCs in England and Wales were to take full advantage of this flexibility, this would 
raise up to an additional £774m by 2024-25 based on current HO forecasts. 
 
Spending Review 21 Headlines 

• £10 Precept Flexibility for PCCs over the course of SR21. 

• GDP Forecasts up and Debt forecasts down compared with Spring Budget 2021. 

• The Home Office settlement provides £4.2 billion over the Parliament, increasing from 
£12.3bn in 2019-20, (14.6bn in 2021-22) to £16.5bn in 2024-25 

• Public Sector Pay Freeze to end in 2022 
 
Core Funding 
Core Funding, which is defined as the sum of Police Grant, Rule 1, the Welsh Grants and Ex-CLG funding 
has increased by 5.7%. The smallest increases in core funding were seen in City of London and Dorset 
with an increase of 4.8%, followed by Gloucestershire at 4.9%. In contrast, Northumbria and Gwent 
had the largest increase at 6.1%, followed by South Wales at 6%. 
 
When the transfer of Special Branch out of force budgets is included, the additional money for all 
forces amounts to an increase of £549m. The TST has also had it confirmed that the funding that was 
promised to cover employer NI contributions is included within this funding. 
 
Annex A shows the changes between this year and last year with both core grant and core grant + 
precept. 
 
Council Tax 
The government have been flexible over the amount of precept that can be added to a bill without 
triggering a referendum in recent years. 2018-19 saw the first significant increase with a £12 flexibility, 
this was followed by a £24 flexibility in 2019-20 and a £10 flexibility for 2020-21 and £15 for 2021-22. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-16/hcws503
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/provisional-police-grant-allocations-2022-to-2023
https://gov.wales/police-settlement-provisional-2022-2023
https://paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/PACCTS_Briefing_-_SR2021_and_AB211.pdf
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/-/media/boe/files/monetary-policy-report/2021/november/monetary-policy-report-november-2021.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-inflation-jumps-10-year-high-51-2021-12-15/
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/Inflation_Survey1.xlsx
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The SR confirmed that for every year of the three-year SR, PCCs would be given a £10 flexibility, which 
the SR stated would give policing a total of £774m over the next three years, assuming every PCC took 
full advantage. 
 
Today’s provisional settlement confirms what was announced in SR2021, that English PCCs, or their 
equivalents, will be able to increase Band D bills by as much as £10 without triggering a referendum. 
There remains no referendum mechanism in Wales. 
 
Assuming each PCC increases their precept by £10, combined with tax base assumptions, there will be 
an additional £246m of resources for policing from council tax alone (according to HO figures). Due to 
historic differences in council tax the proportional amount raised by each force can vary significantly. 
The £10 increase would be worth 2.4% of the overall budget for Dorset, Surrey and Wiltshire. In 
contrast, it would only worth 1.2% of the budget in Merseyside, MOPAC and West Midlands. 

Assuming every force takes the £10 precept, the weighted average band D police precept in England 
and Wales is £249.42 with an average of 41% of total funding coming from council tax (including 
precept grant and legacy council tax support grants), up from 38% in the previous settlement.  

Tax Base Assumptions 
The Home Office has inflated the previous tax base figures for England by 1.1% and Wales 0.6% (except 
for North Wales at 0.5%). West Mercia and Warwickshire had an increase of 0.9%. It may be the case 
that the precept figures from the previous budget survey need updating in order to get to the 1.1% 
used by the HO. 

The OBR’s latest Tax Base assumptions published in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook for November 
2021. Table 3.1 in the supplementary tables gives the tax base assumptions of 1.3% for England and 
0.6% for Wales.  

The TST will update figures as required, should any changes be forthcoming to precept or tax base. 

Reallocations 
In 2022-23 the top slices/reallocations total £1,373.7m, a £340.2m increase over last year 
(£1,033.5m). Primarily, this difference comes from an increase in Police Technology Programmes at 
£121.8m, with an additional £325m going to new programmes including Police and CJS Performance, 
Crime Reduction Programmes, Crime Reduction Capabilities, Rape Review, Drugs / County Lines, 
Capital Reallocations and Fraud. 

A number of programmes were also dropped, with the largest being the “Strengthening the response 
to Organised Crime” which saw a reduction of £146.3m of funding. Others included: Pre-charge bail, 
Bluelight Commercial, Safer Streets Fund, Science Technology and Research and International Crime 
Coordination Centre.  

The table below shows the difference between reallocations between years. It is worth noting that 
last year’s figures, given by the HO, were resource only. If we include £52m for capital that from last 
year’s settlement, then the difference between last year and this year is £288m, a figure that has been 
distributed by the HO. 

Police Funding 2018/19 
(£m) 

2019-20 
(£m) 

2020-21 
(£m) 

2021-22 
(£) 

2022-23 
(£) 

Difference 
from 2021-22 

o/w Reallocations and adjustments 945 1,029 1,120.9 1,033.5 1,373.7 340.2 

PFI 73 73 72.8 71.6 71.6 0.0 

Police Technology Programmes 495 495 498.4 484.7 606.5 121.8 

Arm’s length bodies 63 63 73.1 70.5 68.7 -1.8 

Police Uplift Programme   16.5 14.5 12 -2.5 

https://obr.uk/efo/economic-and-fiscal-outlook-october-2021/
https://obr.uk/efo/economic-and-fiscal-outlook-october-2021/
https://obr.uk/download/october-2021-economic-and-fiscal-outlook-supplementary-fiscal-tables-expenditure/
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Police Funding 2018/19 
(£m) 

2019-20 
(£m) 

2020-21 
(£m) 

2021-22 
(£) 

2022-23 
(£) 

Difference 
from 2021-22 

National Operational Policing Units 
(including football policing and wildlife 
crime) 

  2.9 2.9 2.9 0 

Top-ups to NCA and ROCUs (as of 2021-
22, this only applies to ROCUs) 

- 56 56.8 4.9 33.2 28.3 

Strengthening the response to Organised 
Crime  

42 90 140 146.3 - -146.3 

Counter Terrorism   32.4 32.5 32.5 0 

Police transformation fund 175 175   - 0 

National Capability Programmes   47.0 38.7 65 26.3 

Forensics   28.6 25.6 25.6 0 

Special Grant 93 73 80.9 54.8 62.4 7.6 

Pre-charge bail 4 4 2.0 2.0 - -2.0 

Serious Violence - - 38.9 38.9 50.1 11.2 

PRUM (Transition from EU Systems) - - 1.8 - - 0 

HO STAR (Science Technology & 
Research)  

- - 8.0 - - 0 

Blue Light Commercial - - 3.7 5.0 - -5.0 

Police Now   7.0 7.0 7.0 0 

Safer Streets Fund   10.0 20.0 - -20.0 

Science Technology and Research    5.2 - -5.2 

International Crime Coordination Centre    5.0 - -5.0 

National Policing Capabilities (NPCC)    3.2 10.6 7.4 

Police and CJS Performance*     13.0 13.0 

Crime Reduction Programmes*     45.8 45.8 

Crime Reduction Capabilities*     13.5 13.5 

Rape Review*     12.0 12.0 

Drugs / County Lines*     30.0 30.0 

Capital Reallocations*     188.1 188.1 

Fraud*     23.1 23.1 
Figures may not add up correctly, due to rounding - * signifies this is a new category as of this settlement 

 
Pensions Grant 
Pensions Grant allocations remain unchanged from the figures given for the settlement in 2019-20.  
 
Council Tax Legacy Grant 
The Council Tax Legacy Grants relating to Council Tax Freeze grants from 2011-12, 2013-14, 2014-15 
and 2015-16 as well as Local Council Tax Support (LCTS) funding remains separately identifiable in 
2022-23. 
 
National and International Capital City Grant (NICC) 
In 2022-23 the NICC grant for the City of London and MOPAC (which used to be referred to as the Met 
special Payment) have remained frozen in cash terms at £4,834,086 and £185,339,439 respectively.  
 
Precept Grant 
In recognition of the City of London not benefiting from the increases in precept, this year’s precept 
grant has risen from £4.57m to £5.32m. 
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Capital Funding 
Capital Funding has been moved under the umbrella of reallocations and adjustments. Total Police 
Capital Funding is now worth £188.1m. Capital funding grant in its previous form no longer exists. 
 
 
 

2022-23 £m 

National Police Air Service 12.0 

Arm's Length Bodies 4.0 

Police Technology Programmes 157.7 

Counter Terrorism 1.6 

Crime Reduction Programmes and 
Capabilities 

15.8 

Total 188.1 

 
Counter Terrorism 
The Minister announced a total of £1,022.9m for Counter Terrorism (CT) policing in 2022-23. The top 
slice amounts to a total of £978.9m, an increase of £65m. However, this year the policing minister 
stated that there would be a £44m transfer from the Special Branch from core PCC budgets to the CT 
policing grant, which pushes the total to over £1bn. 
 
PCCs will be notified separately of force-level funding allocations for CT policing, which will not be 

made public for security reasons. 

Historic Changes 
Tables will be circulated showing the change in historic funding for each force, adjusted for inflation. 
 
Expectations of the Sector 
According to the statement, the Government expects PCCs to continue to take responsibility for crime 
outcomes both locally and nationally. The additional £150m of government funding for crime 
reduction funding over the next three years should allow the continuation of the existing programmes 
in each area, as well as some new investments to prevent crime and keep communities safe. 
 
The Government will also expect to see over £100m of cashable efficiency savings delivered from force 
budgets by 2024-25. For 2022-23, the government is expecting to see £80m of efficiency savings 
(which has been reflected as part of the settlement). Furthermore, the Government also want to see 
improvements in productivity through the use of modern technology infrastructure and interoperable 
systems. Productivity improvements will be measured through the existing Efficiency in Policing 
Board.  

 
The deadline for a response is 14 January. The TST will create a response, reflecting the thoughts of 

members. Should you have anything that you wish to be highlighted, please send an email to the TST.  

Briefing produced by the PACCTS Technical Support Team 
TechnicalSupportTeam@Somerset.gov.uk 
December 2021 
 

mailto:TechnicalSupportTeam@Somerset.gov.uk
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Annex A – Increase in core funding and overall funding between 2021-22 and 2022-23. 

Please note that the figures for 2021-22 may differ to the figures from the previous settlement. This is because the HO decided to include capital grant in the 
previous figure. This was separated out last settlement.  

Force  2021- 22 
 Core Grant + 
Ringfenced 

Grants + 
Capital 

2022- 23 
 Core Grant + 
Ringfenced 
Grants - No 

Capital 

Difference Percentage 
Difference 

2021-22  
Total Income - 

Including 
Precept 

2022-23  
Total Income - 

Including 
Precept 

Difference Percentage 
Difference 

Avon & Somerset £205,877,186 £217,326,088 £11,448,903 5.6% £343,572,159 £362,335,930 £18,763,771 5.5% 

Bedfordshire £79,996,943 £84,168,900 £4,171,957 5.2% £129,208,141 £136,122,569 £6,914,428 5.4% 

Cambridgeshire £92,952,733 £97,914,702 £4,961,969 5.3% £165,012,743 £173,724,833 £8,712,090 5.3% 

Cheshire £134,257,498 £141,533,670 £7,276,172 5.4% £220,089,134 £232,176,555 £12,087,422 5.5% 

City of London £71,175,455 £74,495,496 £3,320,041 4.7% £71,175,455 £74,499,537 £3,324,083 4.7% 

Cleveland £107,739,550 £113,432,033 £5,692,484 5.3% £149,222,660 £156,958,339 £7,735,679 5.2% 

Cumbria £75,455,466 £79,766,302 £4,310,836 5.7% £122,311,073 £128,887,594 £6,576,521 5.4% 

Derbyshire £126,971,923 £133,717,359 £6,745,436 5.3% £204,755,732 £215,627,946 £10,872,214 5.3% 

Devon & Cornwall £212,139,462 £223,804,403 £11,664,942 5.5% £355,757,737 £375,170,314 £19,412,577 5.5% 

Dorset £77,607,402 £81,199,238 £3,591,836 4.6% £151,084,147 £158,406,024 £7,321,877 4.8% 

Durham £100,276,788 £105,723,179 £5,446,391 5.4% £140,592,457 £148,261,023 £7,668,566 5.5% 

Dyfed-Powys £59,623,152 £62,943,046 £3,319,894 5.6% £121,929,795 £127,885,446 £5,955,651 4.9% 

Essex £201,080,932 £212,575,337 £11,494,405 5.7% £335,486,991 £355,004,331 £19,517,339 5.8% 

Gloucestershire £70,168,855 £73,536,154 £3,367,299 4.8% £133,273,814 £139,710,587 £6,436,772 4.8% 

Greater Manchester £508,043,362 £537,349,315 £29,305,953 5.8% £673,058,252 £711,856,123 £38,797,871 5.8% 

Gwent £85,868,135 £90,993,413 £5,125,278 6.0% £150,027,314 £157,765,912 £7,738,598 5.2% 

Hampshire £229,511,350 £242,482,979 £12,971,629 5.7% £387,573,620 £409,373,418 £21,799,798 5.6% 

Hertfordshire £137,894,357 £145,854,752 £7,960,395 5.8% £233,831,429 £247,420,856 £13,589,427 5.8% 

Humberside £144,661,290 £152,691,896 £8,030,606 5.6% £211,135,715 £222,674,657 £11,538,942 5.5% 

Kent £218,266,850 £230,478,043 £12,211,193 5.6% £356,997,425 £377,193,038 £20,195,613 5.7% 

Lancashire £225,486,055 £237,307,299 £11,821,244 5.2% £325,742,372 £343,163,378 £17,421,005 5.3% 
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Leicestershire £133,275,011 £140,179,564 £6,904,553 5.2% £215,013,830 £226,163,546 £11,149,715 5.2% 

Lincolnshire £76,497,325 £80,460,479 £3,963,154 5.2% £138,762,162 £145,786,926 £7,024,764 5.1% 

Merseyside £293,579,059 £310,282,597 £16,703,538 5.7% £378,261,429 £399,686,168 £21,424,738 5.7% 

MOPAC £2,267,396,635 £2,391,219,178 £123,822,543 5.5% £3,072,307,684 £3,236,511,221 £164,203,537 5.3% 

Norfolk £102,994,891 £108,677,119 £5,682,228 5.5% £186,582,623 £196,241,359 £9,658,735 5.2% 

North Wales £86,412,622 £91,380,000 £4,967,378 5.7% £176,100,524 £184,540,658 £8,440,134 4.8% 

North Yorkshire £89,486,043 £94,136,666 £4,650,622 5.2% £171,664,331 £180,301,046 £8,636,715 5.0% 

Northamptonshire £86,455,622 £90,824,182 £4,368,560 5.1% £153,308,073 £160,947,437 £7,639,365 5.0% 

Northumbria £265,192,442 £280,975,971 £15,783,530 6.0% £322,145,865 £342,571,144 £20,425,280 6.3% 

Nottinghamshire £158,735,372 £167,624,292 £8,888,920 5.6% £237,211,337 £250,227,976 £13,016,639 5.5% 

South Wales £189,256,587 £200,427,295 £11,170,708 5.9% £333,513,202 £350,563,860 £17,050,658 5.1% 

South Yorkshire £221,082,829 £233,824,881 £12,742,052 5.8% £297,101,763 £314,303,486 £17,201,723 5.8% 

Staffordshire £137,896,434 £145,233,966 £7,337,531 5.3% £221,093,647 £232,889,374 £11,795,727 5.3% 

Suffolk £82,113,521 £86,713,507 £4,599,986 5.6% £141,942,768 £149,758,159 £7,815,390 5.5% 

Surrey £117,757,134 £124,415,849 £6,658,715 5.7% £261,098,194 £274,437,872 £13,339,678 5.1% 

Sussex £192,809,355 £203,400,384 £10,591,029 5.5% £327,723,663 £346,173,755 £18,450,092 5.6% 

Thames Valley £270,470,451 £285,565,751 £15,095,299 5.6% £483,270,526 £510,053,210 £26,782,684 5.5% 

Warwickshire £62,566,858 £66,050,658 £3,483,799 5.6% £115,958,525 £122,174,678 £6,216,153 5.4% 

West Mercia £142,063,437 £149,592,270 £7,528,834 5.3% £249,344,077 £262,590,969 £13,246,892 5.3% 

West Midlands £528,638,173 £559,376,275 £30,738,102 5.8% £655,494,165 £694,877,880 £39,383,715 6.0% 

West Yorkshire £372,589,425 £394,002,201 £21,412,776 5.7% £510,816,584 £540,394,459 £29,577,875 5.8% 

Wiltshire £74,078,428 £77,777,953 £3,699,525 5.0% £135,082,285 £142,132,373 £7,050,088 5.2% 

Special Branch Transfer -£43,907,717 
 

£43,907,717 
 

-£43,907,717 
 

£43,907,717 
 

Total £9,072,494,682 £9,621,434,644 £548,939,962 6.1% £13,721,727,706 £14,517,545,965 £795,818,259 5.8% 

 


