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Introduction 
On 22 July the ONS released their updated series of “Crime in England and Wales” for the year 
ending March 2021. The ONS use data from police recorded crime and the new Telephone-
operated Crime Survey to inform the results. This survey also included the impact of the pandemic 
on people’s perceptions of crime. Additionally, the ONS also released their drug misuse report for 
the year ending in March 2020 as well as their drug deaths report, also for the year ending March 
2020. 
 
Main Findings 

• The Telephone Crime Survey for England and Wales (TCSEW) indicated a 35% increase in 
fraud and computer misuse offences compared with the year ending March 2019. 

• Total crime (excluding fraud and computer misuse) decreased by 19% compared to the 
year ending March 2019. This was largely due to a decrease in theft offences of 20%. 

• Despite the TCSEW indicating no change in the total number of violent incidents, the total 
number of victims of violent crime was down 28% over the previous year. This was due to 
falls in violent crimes in which the offender was a stranger.  

• The number of homicides decreased by 16% to 600 offences. 
• There was a 14% fall in the number of recorded fire-arm incidents and a 15% fall in knife 

crime. 
 
Drug Misuse 
A lot of attention has been given to drug crime and misuse over the past few months. The August 
PACCTS report covered the announcement of a new unit to tackle drug misuse as well as the two 
phase report that led to the recommendation. According to the ONS report (year ending 2020), the 
total cost to society of illegal drugs is around £20 billion per year, with only £600m spent on 
treatment and prevention. 
 
Some of the headlines from the ONS report included: 
 

• “An estimated 1 in 11 adults aged 16 to 59 years had taken a drug in the last year (9.4%; 
approximately 3.2 million people) … an increase from 8.6% in the year ending March 
2010.” 

 
• “Around one in five adults aged 16 to 24 years had taken a drug in the last year (21%; 

approximately 1.3 million people);” compared to 20.3% for the previous year. 7.4% had 
taken a “Class A” drug in the past year (around 467,000 people), down from 8.7% the 
previous year. 

 
• “2.1% of adults aged 16 to 59 years and 4.3% of adults aged 16 to 24 years were classed 

as “frequent” drug users (had taken a drug more than once a month in the last year);” 
 
Cannabis continues to be the most common drug among adults aged 16 to 59 years and 16 to 24 
years, 7.8% and 18.7% respectively. This is far higher than the second and third most prevalent 
drugs used last year which was powdered cocaine for 16-59 year olds at 2.6% and nitrous oxide 
among 16-24 year olds at 8.7%. Anabolic Steroid and Amphetamine use both declined over the 
previous year. Despite cocaine use not changing amongst adults aged 16-59, the number of 
frequent users fell from 14.4% in the year ending March 2019 to 8.7% in the year ending March 
2020. 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/drugmisuseinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsrelatedtodrugpoisoninginenglandandwales/2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-cross-government-unit-to-tackle-drug-misuse-following-major-independent-review
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/drugmisuseinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2020
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Drug Deaths 
The ONS published a separate report specifically for “deaths related to drug poisoning in England 
and Wales: 2020 Registrations” as well as the accompanying data sets. This got a lot of attention 
in the media with it being reported in most major news outlets. Some of the headlines from the 
ONS report included: 
 

• “In 2020, 4,561 deaths related to drug poisoning were registered in England and Wales 
(equivalent to a rate of 79.5 deaths per million people); this is 3.8% higher than the 
number of deaths registered in 2019 (4,393 deaths; 76.7 deaths per million). 

 
• Two-thirds (or 2,996) of registered drug poisoning deaths in 2020 were related to drug 

misuse, accounting for 52.3 deaths per million people. 
 

• Rates of drug-misuse death continue to be elevated among those born in the 1970s, with 
the highest rate in those aged 45 to 49 years. 

 
• Approximately half of all drug poisoning deaths registered in 2020 involved an opiate 

(49.6%; 2,263 deaths); 777 deaths involved cocaine, which is 9.7% more than 2019, and 
more than five times the amount recorded a decade ago (144 deaths in 2010).” 

 
Below is a table of the most common drugs that cause death. Included in this data are the figures 
for 2020, 2010, 2000 and 1993 (when records began). Additionally, the class of the drug is 
included to provide a criminal context to the data. 
 

Drug Criminal 
Classification  

2020 2010 2000 1993 Change 
from 
1993 

Any opiate  A/B/C 2,263 1,527 1,342 471 380% 

Heroin and Morphine A 1,337 791 851 155 763% 

Methadone A 516 355 269 206 150% 

Tramadol C 203 132 24 0 - 

Codeine B 212 91 32 24 783% 

Cocaine A 777 144 83 11 6964% 

Any amphetamine A/B 194 56 61 51 280% 

Amphetamine B 99 48 40 37 168% 

MDMA (ecstasy) A 82 8 28 12 583% 

Cannabis B 36 11 9 13 177% 

Any benzodiazepine C 476 307 206 278 71% 

Any antipsychotics - 143 87 76 49 192% 

Any antidepressant - 517 381 441 435 19% 

SSRIs  - 165 136 50 11 1400% 

Monoamine-oxidase 
inhibitors  

- 0 0 5 9 -100% 

Other antidepressants  - 219 74 18 0 - 

Paracetamol - 235 199 566 553 -58% 

 
The full data set, including all years and more categories of drugs can be found on the ONS 
website. If you want any further breakdown of the data, please contact the Technical Support 
Team. 

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsrelatedtodrugpoisoninginenglandandwales/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/datasets/deathsrelatedtodrugpoisoningbyselectedsubstances
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58070848
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/datasets/deathsrelatedtodrugpoisoningbyselectedsubstances

