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MAY NEWSLETTER  
 

 
 

Please click on the appropriate heading to be taken straight to the relevant part of the 
newsletter.  
 

 
▪ Major Announcements 

 
▪ Consultations 

 
▪ Publications 

 
▪ News Articles 

▪ Economy and Public Finance 

▪ Police Finances  

▪ Recruitment and Retention 

▪ Police Demand 

▪ Police General 

▪ Technology 

▪ Prisons 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Police and Crime Commissioners’ Treasurers 
Society newsletter, produced by the Technical Support Team.  
 
The newsletter provides details of major announcements and consultations 
relevant to police finance, as well as a summary of recent news stories affecting 
police and local government.  
 
Further news articles of relevance to members, Finance Update Reports presented 
at PACCTS meetings and member briefings detailing funding developments and 
announcements can be found on the PACCTS website. 
 
For further information please follow the links provided, or contact the Technical 
Support Team via the details at the bottom of each page. 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.paccts.org.uk/
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MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Spring Statement 
On 26 March, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, announced the Spring Statement 2025 
in a speech in the House of Commons. The Statement was less significant than those of previous 
Chancellors, with Reeves looking to maintain the Government’s commitment to holding only one full 
fiscal event per year, in the autumn “…to give families and businesses stability and certainty”. 
 
The OBR also published its assessment of the Chancellor's economic policies and economic forecasts 
in the usual way in its Economic and Fiscal Outlook (EFO) and held a press conference later the 
same day. However, it contained no mention of policing, other than the recognition that precept 
increases have contributed to the large increase nationally. 
 
Headlines: 

➢ UK growth forecast halved for 2025 to just 1%, but outlook improves from 2026 onwards. 

➢ CPI inflation forecast to be 3.2% this year returning to target (c.2%) thereafter. 

➢ Fiscal headroom from the Autumn Budget wiped out by cost of government debt but restored 

to £9.9bn and £15bn for the Chancellor’s two targets. 

➢ The Government aims to achieve a 15% reduction in the administrative expenses of Whitehall 

departments by 2030. 

➢ Health-related UC for new claimants, which was already due to be halved from April 2026, 

will also be frozen in cash terms until 2030. 

➢ Defence spending rising by over £5bn in 2025-26, an extra £2.2bn compared to plans. This 

totals 2.36% of GDP, which will rise to 2.5% from 2027. 

The OBR is forecasting cuts of 0.8% in real terms from 2026-27 onwards for unprotected budgets. 
The Technical Support Team produced an “on the day” briefing that outlined all the relevant 
announcements, including an overview of the economy and the EFO, as well as covering some of 
the policy changes that were announced. The briefing can be accessed on the PACCTS website. 
 

Spending Review 
The Spending Review will be announced on 11 June, with the Chancellor set to announce three 
years of spending figures covering 2026-27, 2027-28 and 2028-29. Capital departmental budgets 
will be published for a further year - until 2029-30. Media reports in January stated that the Treasury 
had told departments that they must meet a 5% savings target or risk not receiving any cash for 
“new priorities”.   
 
Figures that were published alongside the Autumn Budget indicated that additional funding would 
be very front-loaded, with real-terms rises of just 1.3% in later years. This may lead to cuts to 
unprotected budgets. Since the Autumn Budget, the Government has announced plans for the UK 
to increase its defence spending in addition to a significant rise in the cost of government borrowing, 
and the Treasury surplus also reported to be lower than forecast. These could, if the Chancellor 
keeps to her fiscal rules, lead to deeper cuts to government spending. 

 
Budget Survey 

On 17 March, the TST sent out a budget survey for OPCCs to fill in, with a deadline of 11 April. 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spring-statement-2025-document
https://obr.uk/efo/economic-and-fiscal-outlook-march-2025/#:~:text=This%20Economic%20and%20fiscal%20outlook%20%28EFO%29%20sets%20out,to%20and%20including%20the%20March%202025%20Spring%20Statement.
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/PACCTS_Briefing_-_Spring_Statement_2025.pdf
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/Budget_Survey_2526.xlsx
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This survey is significantly shorter than those in previous years and includes some requests for data 
from the previous financial year. If you have not already done so, please can you submit your return 
to the TST as soon as possible. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
APCC Briefing on The Victims and Courts Bill 
Published: 9 May 2025 
The APCC released an overview of the Victims and Courts Bill, introduced by the Government on 7 
May 2025. According to the publication, the Bill aims to enhance the experience of victims within 
the criminal justice system, redefine the role of the Commissioner for Victims and Witnesses, and 
reform various procedures and administrative aspects of criminal justice.  
 
The overarching aims of the Bill are: 

➢ New powers for judges to punish offenders who refuse to attend sentencing. 

➢ Parental responsibility to be restricted for perpetrators of child sex offences. 

➢ New powers for the Victims’ Commissioner to hold government to account. 

The link to the Bill is given below, along with the APCC summary, which is very informative. 
 

 PACCTS Website: APCC Briefing 

 GOV Website: Victims and Court Bill 

Police Staff Council Trade Union Pay Claim 
Published: 1 May 2025 
On 1 May, the three trade unions that represent police staff submitted the following pay claim: 
 

➢ A restorative above inflation increase of 7% minimum on all pay points. 

➢ An increase of 7% on standby allowance and overnight away from home allowance. 

➢ A minimum pay rate of £15 per hour. 

➢ An increase in the minimum annual leave on appointment from 24 to 25 days and from 29 

to 30 days after 5 years’ service. 

➢ Parity of funding for pay reform between police officers and police staff as part of the next 

comprehensive spending review settlement.  

The full claim can be found at the link below. 
 

 PACCTS Website: Pay Claim 

NPCC and APCC letter on CSR 
Published: 29 April 2025 
On 29 April, the NPCC and APCC submitted their evidence for the Comprehensive Spending Review 
(CSR). The letter outlines several key areas to be assessed by the Home Office for the upcoming 
Spending Review. Included within the letter are sections on the increasing demand and changing 
landscape affecting policing, how increasing police funding could potentially play a role in delivering 
the Government’s mission of economic growth, how investment and technology can yield substantial 
productivity gains as well as examining some of the policies that have been announced by the HO, 
including the Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee.   

 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/APCC-Briefing-Victims-and-Courts-Bill-2025.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-and-courts-bill
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/PSC-TU-Side-Pay-Claim-2025.pdf
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The letter concludes by stating that enhanced investment will not only reduce crime, but also support 
economic growth and improve service delivery. 

 
 PACCTS Website: Letter 

Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme Review Update 
Published: 25 April 2025 
Circulated on 9 April, and later published on the Government website, Alex Davies-Jones, Minister 
for Victims and Violence Against Women and Girls submitted a letter updating the Justice Select 
Committee on the previous government review of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme. The 
previous Government held consultations in 2020, 2022 and 2023 and did not respond to these before 
the general election. 
 
The letter suggests that changes to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority (CICA) and the 
introduction of the Victims and Prisoners Act 2024 have strengthened the rights of those seeking 
compensation. 
 

 GOV Website: Letter 

Crime in England and Wales: year ending December 2024 (CSEW) 
Published: 24 April 2025 
On 24 April, the ONS released their Crime in England and Wales statistics for the year ending 
December 2024.  
 
Despite crime against individuals and households decreasing over the last ten years, there have 
been increases across some crime types since the last reporting period. The Crime Survey for 
England and Wales (CSEW) estimated 9.6 million incidents of headline crime up to December 2024. 
This was 14% higher than last year’s 8.4 million estimate, primarily driven by an increase in fraud 
and theft. 
 

 ONS Website: Crime Survey 

Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee 
Published: 10 April 2025 
On 10 April, the Government announced an additional 3,000 neighbourhood police officers and 
PCSOs to be in post within the next 12 months. This was one of the new Labour Government’s key 
pledges contained within its “Plan for Change”.  
 
According to the press release, every neighbourhood in England and Wales will have dedicated 
teams spending their time on the beat, with guaranteed police patrols in town centres and other 
hotspots at peak times. Additionally, communities will also have a named, contactable officer to 
tackle local issues. There will also be a dedicated Anti-Social Behaviour Lead in every force. 
 

 GOV Website: Press Release   

Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee performance framework 
Published: 10 April January 2025 
On 10 April, the Home Office published its Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee (NPG) performance 
framework, outlining metrics to track progress towards recruiting 13,000 additional neighbourhood 
police personnel by 2029. 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/Home-Secretary_NPCC_APCC_letter_29_4_25.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/681202789d4e05673112167e/justice-select-committee-chair-letter.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/681202789d4e05673112167e/justice-select-committee-chair-letter.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingdecember2024
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/2025-26_HO_Grants_to_PCCs_fixed.xlsx
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/2025-26_HO_Grants_to_PCCs_fixed.xlsx
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The framework was developed in collaboration with the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) and 
the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners (APCC) following commitments in the Criminal 
Justice Bill and the Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan. 

 
 GOV Website: Performance framework 

Guidance on flexible use of capital receipts 
Published: 26 March 2025 
On 26 March, MHCLG updated the guidance on flexible use of capital receipts. Primarily, the update 
extends the freedom for local authorities to use eligible capital receipts to fund the revenue costs of 
projects that deliver ongoing savings or improved efficiency. This update revokes and replaces the 
update that was published on 2 August 2022. 
 
This direction removes the restriction regarding redundancy costs that was imposed from April 2022 
that limited the use of the flexibility to statutory redundancy costs only. 
 

 GOV.UK Website: Guidance 

 GOV.UK Website: 2022 Update 

Provisional revision to neighbourhood policing data 
Published 19 March 2025 
On 19 March, the Home Office published a provisional revision to neighbourhood policing data. This 
followed news that potentially thousands of policing roles were miscounted by the previous 
Government.  
 
This revision was undertaken as part of the Safer Streets Mission/Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee 
to recruit an additional 13,000 neighbourhood police personnel over the course of this Parliament. 
 
According to the correction, there were 2,760 fewer police officers assigned to neighbourhood 
policing, a significant reduction of 21% from the original figures. 
  

Original Figure Amended Figure Difference % 

Police officers 13,424  10,664  - 2,760  -21% 

PCSOs 6,210  6,359  149  2% 

Total 19,634  17,023  - 2,611  -13% 

 
 GOV Website: Revision 

Operation Navette 
Published: 18 March 2025 
On 18 March, Yvette Cooper wrote to the Chair of the APCC, Emily Spurrell stating that the Home 
Office has decided to cover all of the reported costs of Operation Navette. The NPCC launched 
Operation Navette in response to last year’s summer of demonstrations and disorder. It allowed for 
national coordination, as well as communication and engagement with forces, the Government and 
key national stakeholders.  
 
According to the letter, police forces in England and Wales reported additional costs of £28.3m. 
Funds will be paid directly to the PCCs “in due course”. Additionally, the costs incurred by the NPCC 
(£14k) and The National Police Co-ordination Centre (£19k) will be provided to MOPAC. 

 
 PACCTS Website: Letter 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3511
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3511
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/anti-social-behaviour-action-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/neighbourhood-policing-guarantee-performance-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/final-guidance-on-flexible-use-of-capital-receipts?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=dd203f48-f18b-48fb-be49-580135800f96&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20241218224552/https:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/final-guidance-on-flexible-use-of-capital-receipts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/provisional-revision-to-neighbourhood-policing-data-at-31-march-2024/provisional-revision-to-neighbourhood-policing-data-at-31-march-2024
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/20250318_HS_letter_to_APCC_NPCC_Operation_Navette.pdf
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CONSULTATIONS 

 
OPEN 
 
Proposed Policing Inspection Programme and Framework  
Published: 8 April 2025 
Closing: 1 July 2025 
On 8 April 2025, the Government launched a consultation on a draft code of practice that 
accompanies new statutory duties introduced under Chapter 3A of the Police, Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts (PCSC) Act 2022. These duties are intended to create a clear legal framework for how and 
when authorised individuals—such as police officers—can request access to a victim’s third-party 
material during an investigation. 
 
Third-party material refers to personal information held by external organisations, such as medical 
records, local authority files, or counselling notes. The proposed code of practice emphasises that 
such requests must be necessary, proportionate, and handled with sensitivity to the victim’s privacy 
and dignity. 
 
Responses should be submitted online. Alternatively, you can send your responses to 
tpmconsultation@homeoffice.gov.uk. 
 

 GOV Website: Consultation 

 GOV Website: Respond 

 
CLOSED 
 
Updated standards for the management of intelligence across policing  
Published: 13 February 2025  
Closed: 25 April 2025 
On 13 February, the College of Policing proposed updates to its Authorised Professional Practice 
(APP) on intelligence management. The revised guidance aimed to streamline processes, align 
more closely with the intelligence cycle, and reflect recent legislative changes and learning from 
public inquiries.  
 
The consultation has now closed, and feedback is being analysed before any changes are finalised. 
The TST will share any outcomes that are published in future newsletters. 
 

 GOV Website: Consultation 

 CoP Website: Consultation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.homeofficesurveys.homeoffice.gov.uk/s/J8QSLA/
mailto:tpmconsultation@homeoffice.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/victim-information-requests-code-of-practice/consultation-on-victim-information-requests-code-of-practice-and-counselling-services-definition#questionnaire
https://www.homeofficesurveys.homeoffice.gov.uk/s/J8QSLA/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/updated-standards-for-the-management-of-intelligence-across-policing
https://www.college.police.uk/article/intelligence-management-standards-have-your-say


 

 

www.paccts.org.uk 
technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk 
 

  

 

7 

 
RESPONSE 
 
Updated standards for the management of intelligence across policing  
Published: 18 December 2024 
Closed: 29 January 2025 
Response: 9 April 2025 
The Government has published its response to the consultation on local audit reform in England, 
following a period of significant disruption in the sector. At its peak in September 2023, the audit 
backlog reached 918 unaudited accounts, with only 1% of local bodies meeting the 2022/23 
deadline.  
 
In response, the Government outlined a comprehensive strategy to rebuild trust and accountability 
in local audit. Central to the reforms is the creation of a new Local Audit Office (LAO)—a single, 
dedicated body to oversee the system, replacing the current fragmented structure. The LAO will be 
responsible for streamlining oversight, improving audit quality, and ensuring timely delivery of 
audited accounts. 
 
The strategy also proposed: 
 

➢ Simplified and proportionate financial reporting to reduce complexity; 

➢ Structured escalation routes for audit concerns; 

➢ Support for auditor capacity and capability, addressing workforce shortages; 

➢ Improved relationships between local bodies and auditors to foster collaboration and 

transparency. 

The consultation feedback is now being used to refine these proposals. While progress has been 
made—95% of local bodies have now published audited accounts up to 2022/23—the Government 
acknowledged that full recovery will take time and sustained effort. 
 

 GOV Website: Response  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-audit-reform-a-strategy-for-overhauling-the-local-audit-system-in-england/outcome/local-audit-reform-government-response-to-the-consultation-to-overhaul-local-audit-in-england
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NEWS ARTICLES 

 
ECONOMY AND PUBLIC FINANCE 
 
UK has fastest growing economy in G7 in boost for Starmer 
Britain’s economy is “beginning to turn a corner”, the chancellor said as new figures show it grew 
by more than expected, becoming the fastest-growing in the G7 group of leading industrial nations. 
 
GDP rose by 0.7 per cent in the first three months of 2025 – the fastest rate in a year – according 
to the Office for National Statistics. 
 
Sir Keir Starmer seized on the figures, describing them as “very good and very welcome”. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Government ‘not on track’ to meet fiscal rules, making tax rises more likely – economist 
The National Institute of Economic and Social Research said that worsening economic prospects and 
lower tax revenues had diminished the already restricted fiscal headroom available to chancellor 
Rachel Reeves. 
 
In its latest UK outlook, it warned that the government would fall foul of its own ‘stability rule’ by 
£57.1bn while also missing its debt target, the ‘investment rule’, by £24.9bn. 
 
“We believe that the government is not on track to meet its fiscal rules,” it said. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
UK economy will be among hardest hit by global trade war, IMF warns 
Britain's economy will be among the hardest hit by the global trade war and inflation is set to climb, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has warned – as it slashed its UK growth forecast by a third. 
 
In a sobering set of projections, the Washington-based organisation said it was grappling with 
"extremely high levels of policy uncertainty" - and the global economy would slow even if countries 
manage to negotiate a permanent reduction in tariffs from the US. 
 
Echoing earlier warnings about the risks to the global financial system, the IMF said stock markets 
could fall even more sharply than they did in the aftermath of Donald Trump's "Liberation Day" 
tariffs announcement, when US and UK indices recorded some of their largest one-day falls since 
the pandemic. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 

POLICE FINANCES 
 
Kennelling banned dogs cost force £167k in a year 
A police force spent more than £167,000 kennelling banned breeds of dogs over a year, they said. 
They also said that it had not received any extra funding to keep the dogs after tighter legislation 
was introduced in February 2024. 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/uknews/uk-has-fastest-growing-economy-in-g7-in-boost-for-starmer/ar-AA1EO9mz?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.publicfinance.co.uk/news/2025/05/government-not-track-meet-fiscal-rules-making-tax-rises-more-likely-economist?utm_term=&amp%3Butm_medium=email&amp%3Butm_source=Adestra
https://news.sky.com/story/uk-economy-will-be-among-hardest-hit-by-global-trade-war-imf-warns-13353585?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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According to the article, Dorset spent a total of £167,445 between February 2024 and February 2025 
on kennelling for the dogs. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
More local grooming inquiries expected – minister 
Home Office minister Jess Phillips has said she expects there will be more local inquiries into 
grooming gangs than the five already announced. 
 
Phillips said she would provide more details about the local inquiries once an audit into the scale 
and nature of the problem is published. 
 
Baroness Louise Casey's audit, which had been due to finish in mid-April, will be released "later in 
May", Phillips said. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
More detail announced on the Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee 
3,000 additional neighbourhood police officers and police community support officers will be in 
post within the next 12 months, the government has confirmed. 
 
The news was announced by the Prime Minister during a visit to Cambridgeshire, as further detail 
was made public on the Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee. 
 
As part of this, every neighbourhood in England and Wales will have dedicated teams spending their 
time on the beat, with guaranteed police patrols in town centres and other hotspot areas at peak 
times such as Friday and Saturday nights.  
 
Communities will also have named, contactable officers to tackle the issues facing their communities. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
National Insurance raid ‘risks forcing police to axe 3,600 officers’ 
Labour’s National Insurance (NI) raid could force the police to axe 3,600 bobbies from the beat, 
according to analysis by the Tories. 
 
The party claimed that Rachel Reeves’s NI increase could cut some £230 million from police budgets, 
equivalent to 3,600 officers. 
 
It warned that this would come on top of a £118 million reduction to the police funding grant, equal 
to another 1,800 officers. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Met to cut 1,700 staff to plug £260m 'black hole' 
The Metropolitan Police will have to lose 1,700 officers, PCSOs and staff and cut a number of services 
as it faces a £260m hole in its budget for the coming year, the force has said. 
 
The Royal Parks police team will go, as will officers placed in schools. 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp918d1xj48o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9w82y9z2vxo
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-detail-announced-on-the-neighbourhood-policing-guarantee?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=e3e89781-6624-41b7-b807-ee1f2c2bb28d&utm_content=daily
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/04/03/national-insurance-raid-risks-police-axing-3600-officers/
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At the end of last year, the Met Commissioner, Sir Mark Rowley, warned of "eye-watering" cuts 
which could have seen the loss of 2,300 officers. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION 
 
Police officers found guilty of misconduct face automatic dismissal 
Police officers found guilty of gross misconduct will face automatic dismissal under rules to root out 
rogue behaviour. 
 
Officers will be sacked for gross misconduct unless there are “exceptional circumstances”, under the 
rules to be introduced from the end of May. 
 
Ministers believe the tougher rules will strengthen the ability of police chiefs to remove officers unfit 
to serve by setting clear expectations about what should happen to those guilty of the most serious 
misbehaviour. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
Two top job openings in UK policing get one applicant each 
Two of the most senior jobs in British policing paying more than £200,000 a year have attracted 
only one applicant each, the Guardian has learned. 
 
The roles were deputy commissioner of the Metropolitan police and chief constable of Merseyside 
police, based in Liverpool. 
 
Senior figures in policing and in government are concerned about a lack of talent at the top of 
policing. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
Firearms officer cleared of murdering Chris Kaba to face gross misconduct hearing, after 
watchdog review 
The officer cleared of murder after shooting dead Chris Kaba will face a gross misconduct hearing, 
following a review by the police watchdog. 
 
The 24-year-old's family welcomed the decision, saying they hope it leads to sergeant Martyn Blake, 
41, being sacked from the Metropolitan Police. 
 
Mr Kaba, who was not armed, had both hands on the steering wheel of his vehicle when he was 
shot in the head by the firearms officer in Streatham, south London, on 5 September 2022. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 

Police chiefs to be granted powers to remove unfit officers 
Police chiefs will be able to automatically sack officers who fail background checks, under new 
government measures to boost confidence in policing. 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyq2prpy85o
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/05/07/police-officers-guilty-misconduct-face-automatic-dismissal/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/may/06/two-top-job-openings-in-uk-policing-get-one-applicant-each
https://news.sky.com/story/police-marksman-cleared-of-murdering-chris-kaba-to-face-misconduct-hearing-after-watchdog-review-13358495
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The reforms, which come into effect next month, will make passing background checks a legal 
requirement for all serving officers. 
 
Calls for a change to police vetting procedures began after an independent report into the murder 
of Sarah Everard by police officer Wayne Couzens in 2021. 
 
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper has called the reforms "essential" to the government's plans to 
"restore confidence in policing". 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 

POLICE DEMAND 
 
Southport riots review finds police have not kept up with social media risks 
Police have not kept up with the risks posed to the public by social media, a review of the response 
to last summer's UK riots has found. 
 
Mosques and hotels housing migrants were among the targets of violence which erupted after Axel 
Rudakubana stabbed three girls to death at a Taylor Swift-themed dance class in Southport in July. 
 
The police inspectorate found no conclusive evidence the disorder was co-ordinated by extremist 
groups but said it was mostly incited by "disaffected individuals, influencers or groups" online. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
Knife crime could rise without funding - Met chief 
Rates of knife crime, violence against women, and theft could rise in London without more 
government funding, the Metropolitan Police commissioner has warned. 
 
In a report, external, due to be presented by Sir Mark Rowley to the London Policing Board this 
week, he says the force "must be honest to Londoners that in light of the budget, we are shrinking 
as an organisation". 
 
The commissioner acknowledges that extra funding from the Home Office and City Hall means the 
Met's final settlement is "nearly £100m better" than it feared in November 2024, when he warned 
of a £450m funding gap and "eye-watering cuts" to services. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 

Mobile phone snatches surge as thefts ‘spiral out of control’ 
Snatch thefts of mobile phones and bags rose by 70 per cent in a year to reach a 20-year high, 
official data has revealed. 
 
The number of snatch thefts, where devices or personal items are grabbed from a person by a thief, 
rose from 58,000 in 2023 to 99,000 last year – the highest level since 2003, according to the Crime 
Survey for England and Wales. 
 
Thefts from people overall, including stealth snatches, where phones, bags or other personal items 
are stolen from under a table or locker – rose by 50 per cent to 483,000, the highest rate for a 
decade. 
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 Please access the news article here.  

 
Shoplifting in England and Wales soars to highest since police records began 
Shoplifting across England and Wales soared to the highest level since police record began, according 
to new figures. 
 
Data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) shows shoplifting offences rose by 20% compared 
with the previous year and figures are the highest since current police recording practices began in 
March 2003. 
 
Policing Minister, Diana Johnson, says: "There is work going on with policing, there is resourcing 
going on, I had a retail crime summit with big retailers at the end of last year to see what more 
we can do together to map what's happening on our high streets." 
 

 Please access the news article here.  
 

POLICE GENERAL 
 
Our children are still being targeted by grooming gangs, parents warn 
It’s just past 3pm in Rotherham town centre when groups of teenagers make the short walk from 
Rotherham sixth-form college to the bus station interchange. Some huddle inside, laughing together 
at videos on their phones. Others linger outside, waiting to meet friends and boyfriends. It’s a 
standard scene in any town on a midweek afternoon. But for some people in the town, teenagers 
congregating there is causing concern. 
 
In 2014, Professor Alexis Jay’s independent inquiry into child sexual exploitation (CSE) in Rotherham 
detailed the abuse of 1,400 young girls between 1997 and 2014. The bus station was described as 
“attracting drug dealers, addicts and people involved in a range of criminal activity”. It was also 
where grooming gangs would prey on victims. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
HMICFRS review of police handling of intelligence during 2024 disorder 
HMICFRS has published the second part of its review of the police response to the public disorder 
during summer 2024, looking at police use of intelligence, the impact of online content and social 
media, and the effectiveness of subsequent crime investigations. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Inside police efforts to crack down on violent and knife crime in Manchester 
Sky News spent two months watching officers in Greater Manchester Police's Operation Venture 
unit as they try to tackle knife and violent crime on the city's streets. 
 
"I'd say the last two years people are just - they just don't care anymore, they are using knives and 
doing all sorts." 
 
PC Maguire, 28, speaks with the authority of experience: experience that comes from working in 
Greater Manchester's most high-crime areas. 
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"I remember when I was a teenager," she says, "you'd never really hear of people carrying a knife 
or anything. But now it's the normal thing to do." 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Police accountability reforms to enter Parliament 
The Government is to table an amendment to the Crime and Policing Bill later this week to provide 
a presumption of anonymity for firearms officers who are subject to a criminal trial following a 
shooting. 
 
This will apply during court proceedings and in media reporting up until the point of conviction. 
 
The Home Office says the move addresses specific concerns raised during the Accountability Review 
about the risks firearms officers face from criminal gangs and will protect them and their families 
against any such threat. 
 
Three measures to improve the timeliness and appropriateness of investigations into police use of 
force and the rights of victims will also be also included in the Bill: 
 

1. Aligning the threshold for referrals by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) of 

officers to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) to that used by police when referring cases 

involving members of the public. This is to avoid the system being clogged up with cases, 

allowing greater focus and swifter resolution of those that are referred; 

2. Speeding up processes by allowing the IOPC to send cases to the CPS where there is 

sufficient evidence, prior to their final investigation report; and 

3. Putting the IOPC victims’ right to review policy on a statutory footing to ensure the voices of 

victims and their families are heard. 

 
 Please access the news article here 

 

JUSTICE 

 
‘Let UK-wide smacking ban be murdered 10-year-old Sara Sharif’s legacy’ 
The UK’s children’s commissioners have called for a wholesale smacking ban, describing the current 
situation where there is a legal defence in some nations as “outdated and morally repugnant”. 
 
Wales made any type of corporal punishment, including smacking, hitting, slapping and shaking, 
illegal in March 2022 while Scotland introduced a similar ban in November 2020. 
 
But it is not completely outlawed in England and Northern Ireland. 
 
According to the Children Act 2004, it is unlawful to hit your child, except where it is “reasonable 
punishment”, and this is judged on a case-by-case basis. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
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Met Police charge only one in 20 shoplifters 
Only one in 20 shoplifting offences in London last year led to a suspect being charged, according to 
figures that expose the number of crimes going unsolved across Britain. 
 
Of 88,248 shoplifting offences reported to the Metropolitan Police last year, 4,629 led to a suspect 
being charged, equalling 5.25 per cent. 
 
Leicestershire police recorded the lowest rate of shoplifting offences being solved, with 4.5 per cent 
of 8,345 reports. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
Primary school children ‘should be taught about domestic abuse’ 
All primary school children should be taught about domestic abuse, a government tsar has said after 
a landmark survey found that thousands of children are being forced to suffer violence in the home 
alone due to a lack of funding. 
 
Dame Nicole Jacobs, the domestic abuse commissioner, said children should be learning about issues 
relating to domestic abuse “earlier than maybe we’re comfortable” with, given the scale of abuse. 
 
An estimated 800,000 children were victims of domestic abuse last year. This is in addition to about 
2 million adult victims, which is about 4 per cent of the population. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
Domestic abuse 999 pilot gives victims support 
A force has been chosen to pilot a new service, set up following the murders of a mother and 
daughter by the younger woman's ex-husband. 
 
Northamptonshire Police will have domestic abuse specialists in its 999 control room as part of an 
initiative known as Raneem's Law to improve police response to domestic violence. 
 
Raneem's Law was set up by the Home Office following the murders in 2018 of Raneem Oudeh and 
her mother Khaola Saleem by Ms Oudeh's ex-husband. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 

TECHNOLOGY 

 
BTP becomes first police force to launch remote ‘drone in a box’ capability 
British Transport Police (BTP) has launched its groundbreaking new remote ‘drone in a box’ 
capability, becoming the first police force to operationalise this advanced drone technology to better 
keep the public safe and reduce disruption. 
 
The new capability will enhance BTP’s ability to respond swiftly and effectively to incidents on the 
railway network, helping to improve safety, reduce disruption, and support frontline operations as 
they happen. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
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Commissioner calls for ban on apps that make deepfake nude images of children 
Artificial intelligence “nudification” apps that create deepfake sexual images of children should be 
immediately banned, amid growing fears among teenage girls that they could fall victim, the 
children’s commissioner for England is warning. 
 
Girls said they were stopping posting images of themselves on social media out of a fear that 
generative AI tools could be used to digitally remove their clothes or sexualise them, according to 
the commissioner’s report on the tools, drawing on children’s experiences. Although it is illegal to 
create or share a sexually explicit image of a child, the technology enabling them remains legal, the 
report noted. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Tech firms face fines up to £60,000 for failing to remove knife crime content 
Social media companies will be fined up to £60,000 each time a post relating to knife crime is not 
removed from their sites in a bid to stop children viewing "sickening" content. 
 
The new sanction expands on previously announced plans to fine individual tech executives up to 
£10,000 if their platforms fail to remove material advertising or glorifying knives following 48 hours 
of a police warning. 
 
It means tech platforms and their executives could collectively face up to £70,000 in penalties for 
every post relating to knife crime they fail to remove, with the new laws applying to online search 
engines as well as social media platforms and marketplaces. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Children a ‘significant and growing target’ for fraud, report finds 
The report by Crest Advisory shows that fraud is a near-universal experience for young people online, 
yet despite this, more than two thirds of victims never formally report the crime, and support systems 
for victims are typically not designed with young people in mind. 
 
Produced in partnership with Action Fraud and the City of London Police, the report is the first 
comprehensive study of fraud victimisation among children and young people (CYP) in England and 
Wales. 
 
Fraud is now the most common crime in the UK, with an estimated £219 billion lost each year. It is 
often linked to organised crime and recognised by the Government as a major threat to public safety. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
UK to ban ‘sim farms’ used by scammers to send mass fraud messages 
Sim farm devices capable of holding multiple sim cards enabling scammers to send thousands of 
scam text messages at once are to be banned under plans to crack down on fraud. 
 
The ban, the first of its kind in Europe, will make the possession or supply of the devices without 
good reason illegal, with unlimited fines in England and Wales and a £5,000 fine in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
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The Government said the devices are used by criminals to hold multiple sim cards, which as well as 
allowing scammers to send out thousands of messages to people at the same time, can also be used 
to create verified accounts on social media and other platforms in large volumes. 
 
"The ban announced today is very welcome," said Nick Sharp of the National Crime Agency said. "It 
will give us a vital tool to step up our fight against fraudsters, target the services they rely on, and 
better protect the public 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 

PRISONS 
 
Demand for ‘super-max’ security measures for worst inmates 
Britain’s most dangerous prisoners should be kept in US-style “super-max” conditions with no contact 
with other inmates and no kettles or cooking facilities, according to the head of the prison officers’ 
union. 
 
The demand came after Axel Rudakubana, the Southport killer, is alleged to have thrown boiling 
water at a prison guard at HMP Belmarsh, southwest London, which is meant to be one of the 
country’s most secure jails. 
 
Rudakubana, 18, who murdered three girls at a Taylor Swift-themed dance class last July, was 
jailed for a minimum of 52 years in January. He is suspected of boiling the water in a kettle in his 
cell and flinging it at the officer through the door’s hatch. The guard was treated in hospital and 
discharged. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
More offenders could be tagged, as minister insists he's 'not soft on crime' 
Prisons minister James Timpson has told the BBC more criminals could be tagged in future instead 
of being sent to prison - but insists he's not "soft on crime". 
 
More than 30 companies, including Microsoft and Google, will meet the government to explore how 
technology could help monitor offenders in the community more effectively and tackle violence in 
prison. 
 
Lord Timpson says tagging more people instead of sending them to prison is a potential alternative 
punishment. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Organised crime gangs in prisons ‘keep me up at night’, says minister 
The prisons minister has admitted that the scale of organised crime gangs operating within Britain’s 
jails keeps him up at night. 
 
Lord Timpson said “very, very wealthy” crime bosses were corrupting staff to bring in drugs or flying 
them in with hi-tech drones so they could profit from bored inmates in overcrowded jails. 
In an interview with The Telegraph, he said it was a “cat and mouse” game to try to detect and 
stop the drones being used to bring in drugs, which are sold for three or four times their street 
value and generate huge profits. 
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 Please access the news article here 
 
Prisons face ‘disaster’ as inmate levels continue to rise 
Scotland’s prison population is projected to rise by 800 despite SNP claims that setting inmates free 
early would ease an overcrowding crisis. 
 
Official projections released showed that the average daily prison population could hit 8,950 by 
September, up from 8,138, a record high. 
 
It comes despite a series of measures aimed at reducing prisoner numbers, which included setting 
hundreds free early last summer and then changing legislation so that others served a lower 
proportion of their sentences behind bars. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
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