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CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 
 

 
 
Please click on the appropriate heading to be taken straight to the relevant part of the newsletter.  
 
 

▪ Major Announcements 
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▪ Publications 
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▪ Economy and Public Finance 
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▪ Police Finances  

▪ Police Demand 

▪ Police General 

▪ Technology 
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Welcome to the latest edition of the Police and Crime Commissioners’ Treasurers Society 
newsletter, produced by the Technical Support Team.  
 
The newsletter provides details of major announcements and consultations relevant to 
police finance, as well as a summary of recent news stories affecting police and local 
government.  
 
Further news articles of relevance to members, Finance Update Reports presented at 
PACCTS meetings and member briefings detailing funding developments and 
announcements can be found on the PACCTS website. 
 
For further information please follow the links provided, or contact the Technical Support 
Team via the details at the bottom of each page. 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.paccts.org.uk/
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MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Settlement 
The 2022-23 Provisional Settlement was announced on 16 December in a written statement by the 
Crime and Policing Minister, Kit Malthouse. 
 
Full details of the Settlement can be found on the Home Office gov.uk pages. The Welsh Government 
also published information for the Welsh forces on their website.  
 
The deadline for submissions to the provisional settlement is 14 January. This settlement follows the 
first three-year SR for several years. Despite the economic landscape improving, there are still 
significant difficulties within the economy. Inflation is of particular concern with the Bank of England’s 
prediction of a CPI figure of over 5% in 2022 coming to fruition. Incidentally, the TST circulated a 
quick survey with force predictions of inflation in their respective areas. 
 
The deadline for a response is 14 January. The TST will create a response, reflecting the thoughts 
of members. Should you have anything that you wish to be highlighted, please send an email to the 
TST.  
 
In addition to the briefing, the historic tables of settlement funding have been produced and can be 
found on the PACCTS website. 
 
GDP deflators have been updated using this government release from 2021. According to these 
figures, on average, forces have had a 7.8% real term funding cut since 2010-11, or 18.2% if we 
exclude increases in council tax. 
 
CSR 
On 27 October 2021, The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak MP announced the outcome of 
the 2021 comprehensive spending review (SR2021) alongside his Autumn Budget 2021 (AB21). The 
Technical Support Team distributed an “on the day” briefing, outlining those announcements that 
were of interest to police forces. 
 
In the days preceding the budget it was announced that borrowing in the first half of 2020-21 was 
lower than expected and could be £50bn lower this year (due to lower furlough costs and higher tax 
receipts), leaving the Chancellor some wriggle room to spend. 
 
Headlines 
 

• GDP Forecasts up and Debt forecasts down compared with Spring Budget 2021. 

• £10 Band D Precept Flexibility for PCCs over the course of SR21. 

• The Home Office settlement provides £4.2 billion over the Parliament, increasing from 

£12.3bn in 2019-20, (£14.6bn in 2021-22) to £16.5bn in 2024-25. 

• Public Sector Pay Freeze to end in 2022. 

In a follow up meeting with Kit Malthouse, the Minister for Policing, headline funding figures for 
policing were given in an attempt to aid PCCs and Treasurers with their budget setting. In total, 
policing were expecting to receive an additional £550m for 2022-23, £650m in 2023-24 and £800m 
by 2024-25. It is worth noting that the figure of £540m for PUP funding is by the final year of the 
spending review, so the figure for settlement is lower, with money available for other cost pressures.  
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-16/hcws503
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/provisional-police-grant-allocations-2022-to-2023
https://gov.wales/police-settlement-provisional-2022-2023
https://paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/PACCTS_Briefing_-_SR2021_and_AB211.pdf
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/-/media/boe/files/monetary-policy-report/2021/november/monetary-policy-report-november-2021.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-inflation-jumps-10-year-high-51-2021-12-15/
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/Inflation_Survey1.xlsx
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/Settlement_Tables_2022-23.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-money-gdp-october-2021-budget-and-spending-review
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/PACCTS_Briefing_-_SR2021_and_AB21.pdf
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The TST have had queries from members regarding the £550m, £650m and £800m. To be clear, 
the Home Office have confirmed that this money is cumulative, so forces, as a whole, will receive 
£550m, followed by £100m followed by £150m. 

 
 PACCTS Website: Briefing 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
Prisons Strategy White Paper Survey 
Published: 7 December 
The government are carrying out “the biggest prison building programme in more than 100 years”, 
in order to meet the growing demand due to tougher sentencing set out in the police and crime bill 
as well as the backlog of cases that has been created due to covid. Some aspects of peaceful protest 
are now being criminalised and the government has stated that more action will be taken against 
drug users. Given this, the strategy plans on providing 20,000 new prions places to “protect the 
public” through “punishment and incapacitation” of offenders.  
 
The government also plans on creating effective sanctions for prisoner misconduct with a zero-
tolerance approach towards weapons and drugs that, they say, will enable prisons to maintain a 
good order. There will also be a new Prisoner Education Service to help prisoners improve basic 
literacy and numeracy skills as well as vocational qualifications. To make it easier for prisoners to 
get a job on release, they will be offered resettlement passports to bring together various documents 
such as ID, CV and bank accounts.  
 
The full strategy can be found on the government website. 
 

 GOV Website: Paper 
 
Inflation Survey 
Published: 7 December 
The TST circulated a quick inflation survey to members in order to gauge predictions for both pay 
award and general inflation across the sector. There were a total of 22 responses. The average 
estimates are as follows: 
 

Inflation Estimate 

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 

2.94% 2.23% 1.99% 1.94% 

 

Pay Inflation 

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 

2.63% 2.26% 2.18% 2.16% 

 
 
The full results can be found on the PACCTS website.  
 

 PACCTS Website: Survey 
 
 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/PACCTS_Briefing_-_SR2021_and_AB21.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/jun/22/curbs-on-protests-in-policing-bill-breach-human-rights-laws-mps-and-peers-say
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/dec/05/users-of-class-a-drugs-in-uk-face-losing-passport-say-reports-of-proposals
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1038765/prisons-strategy-white-paper.pdf
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/Inflation_Survey.xlsx
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Digital Fund 
Published: 17 November 
On 17 November, Priti Patel announced the winners of a technology fund to companies that are 
working to circumvent user privacy features (end to end encryption) in order to find “practical 
solutions” to combat child and sexual exploitation online.  
 
Each of the winners will get their £85,000 share of the £555,000 fund. The winners include: 
Edinburgh-based Cyan Forensics and Crisp Thinking, in partnership with the University of Edinburgh 
and Internet Watch Foundation, SafeToNet and Anglia Ruskin University, GalaxKey, based in St 
Albans, DragonflAI, based in Edinburgh and T3K-Forensics based in Austria.  
 
The programmes that are being created include: 
 

1. A plug-in to be integrated within encrypted social platforms to detect child sexual abuse 

material. 

2. A suite of live video-moderation AI technologies that can run on any smart device to prevent 

the filming of nudity, violence, pornography and child sexual abuse material (CSAM) in real-

time, as it is being produced. 

3. Software focusing on user privacy, detection and prevention of CSAM and predatory 

behaviour as well as age verification to detect child sexual abuse before it reaches an E2EE 

environment, preventing it from being uploaded and shared. 

4. On-device nudity AI detection technology and age assurance technologies to spot new 

indecent images within E2EE environments (something that was trialled by apple before 

being delayed). 

5. AI-based child sexual abuse detection technology for smartphones to detect newly created 

material, providing a toolkit that social platforms can integrate with their E2EE services. 

 GOV Website: Announcement 
 
Crime Stats in England and Wales 
Published: 4 November  
On 4 November, the ONS released their Crime Statistics for the year ending June 2021. The TST 
created a briefing for the last release and can be found on the PACCTS Website.  
 
As with the last release, the patterns of crime have been significantly impacted by the pandemic, 
primarily through government instruction to limit social contact. The period of national lockdowns 
has seen decreases in many types of crime, although this is now returning towards pre pandemic 
levels since the lifting of lockdowns. 
 
This release, as with previous releases, includes results from both the TCSEW (Telephone-operated 
Crime Survey for England and Wales) and police recorded crime. The TCSEW began data collection 
on 20 May 2020 to capture trends in crime while normal face-to-face interviewing was suspended 
because of restrictions on social contact during the pandemic. The TCSEW estimates that adults 
aged over 18 years experienced 12.7 million offences in the year ending June. This is compared with 
around 5.8 million recorded by the police which can be found in the data set. 
 

 ONS Website: Report 
 GOV Website: Data Tables 

 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-58109748
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/sep/03/apple-delays-plans-to-scan-cloud-uploads-for-child-sexual-abuse-images
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/priti-patel-launches-new-fund-to-help-tackle-child-sexual-abuse-online
https://www.paccts.org.uk/uploads/files/ONS_Crime_Report_ending_March_2021_for_Circulation2.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesappendixtables
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingjune2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-tables
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Police officer uplift, quarterly update to September 2021 
Published: 27 October 
On 27 October, the government released their quarterly figures for police officer uplift. According to 
the provisional headcount, as of 30 September 2021, there are 139,908 officers in England and 
Wales. 11,053 have been recruited during the Uplift Programme, leaving 8,947 left to recruit by 
March 2023 in order to fulfil the 20,000 target. 
 

 GOV Website: Publication 
 
Hotspot Funding 
Published: 17 September 
On 17 September, the government announced that 18 forces across England and Wales would 
receive a share of an additional £4.12 million to increase “Hotspot Policing” in towns and cities that 
are struggling with violent crime.  
 
The strategy was first trialled in Southend-on-Sea in 2020 and, according to the government website, 
resulted in a 73.5% drop in violent crime and 31.9% fall in street crime in the 20 highest crime hot 
spots on days when patrols visited. However, it does not give information as to whether crime in 
other areas increased. Other areas have trialled the tactic, also showing improvement. 
 
The £4.12m will bring total funding given to these 18 forces (as part of the governments Grip 
programme) to tackle serious violence to £28.6m in 2021. The 18 forces that have been most 
affected by serious violence were determined by hospital admissions data and include: Metropolitan 
Police, West Midlands, Greater Manchester, Merseyside, West Yorkshire, South Yorkshire, 
Northumbria, Thames Valley, Lancashire, Essex, Avon and Somerset, Kent, Nottinghamshire, 
Leicestershire, Bedfordshire, Sussex, Hampshire, South Wales. 
 
£780,000 has also been offered to support Cleveland and Humberside who are affected by serious 
violence but are not in receipt of “Grip funding”. 
 
No breakdown of funding is provided on the government website. Any further announcements on 
this topic will be included in future newsletters. 
 
 

 GOV Website: Announcement 
 

CONSULTATIONS 
 
OPEN 
 
Delivering justice for victims: A consultation on improving victims’ experiences 
of the justice system  
Published: 9 December  
Closing: 3 February 2022 
On 9 December, Justice Secretary Dominic Raab set out plans for a “Victims’ Law” that would 
guarantee greater consultation with victims during the criminal justice process to ensure their voices 
are properly heard as well as holding agencies such as the police, Crown Prosecution Service and 
courts to account.   
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-officer-uplift-quarterly-update-to-september-2021/police-officer-uplift-england-and-wales-quarterly-update-to-30-september-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-officer-uplift-quarterly-update-to-september-2021/police-officer-uplift-england-and-wales-quarterly-update-to-30-september-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/forces-given-funding-boost-to-increase-roll-out-of-hotspot-policing?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=41a8b4f5-76ff-4d76-ae13-2013ff6ae5e9&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/forces-given-funding-boost-to-increase-roll-out-of-hotspot-policing?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=41a8b4f5-76ff-4d76-ae13-2013ff6ae5e9&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-reforms-for-victims
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The consultation includes a three pronged “vision to help victims”. These are to ensure that all 
victims:  
 

➢ “Receive the treatment and service they need, and benefit from consistent and high-quality 
engagement with criminal justice agencies so that their voices are heard at every stage. 

 
➢ Know that there is a clear path if they do not receive a quality service, and that there is 

consistent oversight of the organisations that are there to help them. 
 

➢ Are supported to rebuild their lives and recover from the impacts of crime through accessible, 
professional and well-co-ordinated services that receive funding from the Victim Surcharge.” 

 
The consultation intends to seek information about victims’ experiences so that the impending Bill 
and surrounding work is well evidenced. The MoJ want to engage with victims, families, experts and 
criminal justice partners. Should you want to respond you can do so by emailing MoJ. Alternatively, 
the address can be found on the consultation document.  
 

 GOV Website: Consultation 

 

Amendments to police pension schemes in England and Wales 2022 
Published: 8 November  
Closing: 2 January 2022 
In April 2015, the government introduced reformed public service pension schemes. The changes 
followed a fundamental structural review by the Independent Public Service Pension Commission, 
chaired by Lord Hutton of Furness. It was later found, in 2018, that the transition protections were 
discriminatory against younger members in the judicial and firefighters pension schemes, as 
transitional protection was only offered to older members. To remedy this, HM Treasury held an 
open consultation to consider the potential options to remove the discrimination. Following the 
consultation, it was announced in February 2021 that affected members and fully protected 
members will receive their pension at the point they retire with a choice of which benefits they would 
prefer to receive in respect of any remediable service rendered between 31 March 2015 and 1 April 
2022. The choice is whether the benefits should be modelled on the relevant legacy scheme or the 
reformed scheme, known as “Deferred Choice Underpin (DCU). 
 
The Public Service Pensions & Judicial Offices Bill (PSPJO) was introduced to Parliament in July 2021. 
The Home Office, as the Responsible Authority for the police pension scheme, is now considering 
how best to implement the scheme level changes that will be required when the relevant provisions 
in the PSPJO are enacted and come into force. 
 
This consultation will address the elements of the prospective remedy, including moving all members 
to the reformed scheme (“the 2015 scheme”) from 1 April 2022 and closing the legacy schemes to 
future accrual from 31 March 2022. This will mean that all members are treated equally in respect 
of any pensionable service rendered after 31 March 2022. There will be an additional consultation 
in due course on the Deferred Choice Underpin, to address those elements of the remedy that will 
be retrospective in effect (i.e. relating to the remedy period, 1 April 2015 to 31 March 2022). 
 
This consultation closes on 2 January 2022. Should you want to respond, you can either email the 
HO or post your response to the Police Pension Team at the HO, details of which can be found on 
the consultation document. A similar consultation the same deadline can be found for firefighters 
pension scheme. 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
mailto:victimsbillconsultation@justice.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/GOVERNMENT/UPLOADS/SYSTEM/UPLOADS/ATTACHMENT_DATA/FILE/1039431/DELIVERING-JUSTICE-FO-VICTIMS-CONSULTATION.PDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/public-service-pension-schemes-consultation-changes-to-the-transitional-arrangements-to-the-2015-schemes
mailto:Policepensionspublicservicepensionsremedy@homeoffice.gov.uk
mailto:Policepensionspublicservicepensionsremedy@homeoffice.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1031410/Police_Pension_Scheme_Prospective_Remedy_Consultation_Document.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/amendments-to-the-firefighters-pension-schemes-in-england-2022
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 GOV Website: Consultation 

 

 
CLOSED 
 
Home Office consultation into providing PCCs with General Powers of 
Competence (GPC) 
Published: 1 September  
Closed: 27 October 
Following the conclusion of Part One of the PCC Review, the Home Secretary announced that the 
government would consult on giving enhanced powers of competence to PCCs in England and Wales. 
Currently, PCCs have a functional power of competence which enables them to do anything to 
facilitate or which is conducive or incidental to the exercise of their functions. However, the 
government believe that PCCs feel constrained because the existing powers limit their ability to 
undertake innovative activity, particularly where it might only be indirectly linked to policing.  
 
This consultation sought views on the benefits and risks of giving PCCs (including Mayors with PCC 
functions) greater powers of competence so as to improve the levers they have to tackle crime and 
anti-social behaviour as well as giving them greater flexibility to drive efficiency.  
 
The areas of competence that were considered include:  
 
Putting beyond doubt their ability to tackle crime and antisocial behaviour 
“Allowing PCCs to invest in activity that benefits the community and gets upstream of crime e.g. 
services to reduce offending, tackling mental health, youth diversion schemes” 
 
Collaborative working 
“The ability to take part in initiatives which are not current statutory responsibilities, for example 
with other emergency services or criminal justice partners; the opportunity to be a partner in local 
authority private sector commercial arrangements.” 
 
Property regeneration and development 
“The ability to borrow to invest in regeneration of existing land and property; generating long-term 
revenue streams (rather than one-off capital receipts).” 
 
Commercial ventures and initiatives 
“The ability to develop innovative commercial opportunities, which yield additional revenue”. 
 
Additionally, the government were interested on views of the benefits, opportunities and risks of 
granting PCCs either 
 

a) “a wider functional power of competence as held by fire and rescue authorities, which will 
include giving them the power to do anything indirectly incidental to their functions; or 
 

b) a general power of competence as held by local authorities, which will give them the power 
to do anything that an individual can do so long as it is not prohibited by legislation.” 

 
Any outcomes from this consultation will require primary legislation to provide PCCs with either a 
wider function or general power of competence. The government would seek to implement these 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1031410/Police_Pension_Scheme_Prospective_Remedy_Consultation_Document.pdf
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measures through the next appropriate legislation vehicle following Part 2 of the PCC review. The 
intention is to provide both English and Welsh PCCs with the same wider power of competence.  

 
The consultation has now closed, but any updates will be given through the newsletters and reports.  

 
 APCC Website: Consultation 

 APCC Website: Questions 

 

Various CIPFA Consultations 
Earlier this year, CIPFA consulted on the principles to support the changes to the Prudential Code 
for Capital Finance in Local Authorities (Prudential Code) and the Treasury Management in the Public 
Services Code of Practice and Cross-Sectoral Guidance Notes (Treasury Management Code). 
 
There were over 100 responses for each consultation and the summary can be found in the 
Prudential Code for Capital Finance in Local Authorities Consultation responses and proposed 
changes document. 
 
CIPFA published the rest of the documentation and proposed changes  to their website on 21 
September with a deadline of 16 November. The changes are all tracked to enable easy viewing on 
the proposed changes.  
 
The consultation deadline passed on 16 November. Any further updates regarding the consultation 
will be included in future newsletters. 
 
Furthermore, on 5 October, CIPFA published a “Survey on Internal Audit in the Public Services”. The 
research was commissioned as part of CIPFA’s commitment to support the internal audit profession, 
good governance and strong public financial management. The findings will be published in early 
2022. 
 
The survey page goes on to say that “CIPFA knows how valuable internal audit can be in supporting 
an organisation to better achieve objectives, gain better understanding of their controls and more 
effectively manage risks. Internal audit plays a key role in supporting public statements on internal 
governance, provide valuable advisory services to aid the decision making of the leadership team 
and support oversight by the audit committee”. 
 
The deadline for this survey has also passed. Any updates will be published in future reports and 
publications by the TST. 
 
Finally, CIPFA is updating the Practical Guide on Audit Committees in Local Authorities and Policing. 
According to a circular email that was sent to PACCTS members, this is a full-scale update being 
driven by both local audit developments and the Redmond Review. CIPFA are aiming for a publication 
date of April 2022. The previous version can be found on the CIPFA website. Should you have any 
guidance and ideas for the update, please contact Diana Melville.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.paccts.org.uk/
mailto:technicalsupportteam@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.apccs.police.uk/media/6662/gpc-consultation-information-document.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr.sib.thco.co.uk%2Ftr%2Fcl%2FJE_mp0U_6b-lS1NwCxVlzscMZUvCOVR59_Mp84P13__AT-Yj0ek9pZbGlGkhRiYWUdRXlQKq6zzDQa6zXL6G9mm0L26PY8MuQP3WBhQEgKEOzQDuAd4SaHHgRuulBszeCJLsupXSCVsEUvzvxSQYtTvJj2Bzd0h4BmHm3r1W-Oe5gBA6JFSmc5xAJvADvPlib972oCgReVV3H14P0pmA-UufJ1mxs0-wBLotQc__qmIIGtGx9l-mGSVp9zsw2qQ6YfhMqnDTPZMNSiaFin5-5DBtYIo&data=04%7C01%7Cczzrae%40somerset.gov.uk%7C821af04f312b4ef4f13008d96e2b0e04%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637661954301553605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=ubUF8J2bJImnykC37J4mByA4jkGpDxCTLVygmLFKfnM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/consultations-archive/prudential-code-consultation
https://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/consultations-archive/prudential-code-consultation
file://///ch-tr1/TR1-Team%20Areas/CS1_Pool/CCN/PACCTS/PACCTS%20Meeting/2021/December/Treasury%20Management%20in%20the%20Public%20Services%20Code%20of%20Practice%20and%20Cross-Sectoral%20Guidance%20Notes%20(Treasury%20Management%20Code)
file://///ch-tr1/TR1-Team%20Areas/CS1_Pool/CCN/PACCTS/PACCTS%20Meeting/2021/December/Treasury%20Management%20in%20the%20Public%20Services%20Code%20of%20Practice%20and%20Cross-Sectoral%20Guidance%20Notes%20(Treasury%20Management%20Code)
https://www.cipfa.org/-/media/files/policy-and-guidance/consultations/24-06-21-cipfa-consultation-response---the-prudential-code-for-capital-finance-in-local-authorities.pdf
https://www.cipfa.org/-/media/files/policy-and-guidance/consultations/24-06-21-cipfa-consultation-response---the-prudential-code-for-capital-finance-in-local-authorities.pdf
https://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/consultations/prudential-code-for-capital-finance-in-local-authorities
https://www.cipfa.org/-/media/files/policy-and-guidance/consultations/prudential-code-for-capital-finance-in-local-authorities/cipfa_prudential_code_2021-draft-for-consultation.pdf
https://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/consultations/survey-on-internal-audit-in-the-public-services
https://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/publications/a/audit-committees-practical-guidance-for-local-authorities-and-police-2018-edition-online
mailto:Diana.Melville@cipfa.org
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NEWS ARTICLES 

 
ECONOMY AND PUBLIC FINANCE 
 
Inflation surges to 10-year high of 5.1pc 
Inflation surged more than expected to its highest level in more than a decade last month as 
households faced an even greater squeeze on living costs. 
 
The consumer price index rose 5.1pc in November on an annual basis, up from 4.2pc in October. 
The figure was above forecasts of 4.7pc and marks the highest level since September 2011. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
UK economy stutters as health sector drives growth  
The UK economy grew by just 0.1% in October, official figures show, despite a strong performance 
by the health sector and second-hand car sales. 
 
A fall in people dining out and reductions in oil extraction and gas use meant growth came in lower 
than expected. However, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) said the services sector returned to 
pre-pandemic levels. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION 
 
100 new PCSOs funded by Welsh Government 
The Welsh Government have announced additional funding to provide a further 100 Police 
Community Support Officers (PSCOs) to tackle crime and support communities. 
 
Wales’ First Minister, Mark Drakeford, and the Welsh Government’s Minister for Social Justice, Jane 
Hutt, have announced an extra £3.7m for additional PCSOs across Wales, bringing the total budget 
to over £22m. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Police recruits are quitting within weeks because they can’t cope with job, warns chief 
constable 
New police recruits are quitting, some within weeks, because they are too young and inexperienced 
to cope with the demands of the job, a chief constable has warned. 
 
Nick Adderley, Northamptonshire’s chief constable, said the new degree entry scheme for the police 
had the highest dropout rates because of recruits' lack of life experience and hardiness to handle 
the violence and pressures that frontline officers face. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Police officer numbers in London at highest level since 2010 
The number of police officers in London has reached 33,000 for the first time in over a decade, new 
figures have revealed. 
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As of October 31, the Metropolitan Police Service had a total of 33,116 officers, the highest number 
since July 2010 when there were 32,995 officers. 
 
The latest figures come as Mayor of London Sadiq Khan invites members of the public to have their 
say on his plans to tackle crime over the next four years. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 

POLICE FINANCES 
 
APCC welcomes funding which will complete the recruitment of 20,000 new police 
officers 
The Government published its Provisional Police Funding Settlement for 2022/23. Commenting on 
this, the Minister of State for Crime and Policing's statement, APCC Finance Lead Roger Hirst said: 
"PCCs welcome this funding which will enable us to complete the recruitment of 20,000 new police 
officers. We are delighted that the uplift programme is fully funded which will mean that not only 
will we get the extra officers, but the necessary technology as well. 
 
“This settlement will also enable policing to complete its shift towards a more prevention-based 
approach, getting crime down and tackling key areas like drug-driven violence and violence against 
women and girls. Additional resources given to projects like the Safer Streets Fund play a crucial 
role in this.” 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Government announces £550 million fund to tackle child exploitation online 
The Government has announced a £555,000 fund for technology companies to find new ways to 
tackle child exploitation and abuse online. The safety fund will aim to stamp out child abuse without 
affecting a user’s rights to privacy and data protection in their communications. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
PCC urges region’s MPs to join him in fight for fairer police funding 
The West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner has written to the region’s MPs to ask them to 
join a cross-party campaign for fair funding for West Midlands Police. 
 
Simon Foster’s letter comes as the government starts a review of how police funding is distributed 
between forces. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 

POLICE DEMAND 
 
Homophobic hate crimes hit record levels since beginning of pandemic 
The police have urged victims of homophobic and transphobic abuse to come forward after figures 
showed the number of hate crimes hit their highest monthly level since the beginning of the 
pandemic. Reports of sexual orientation hate crimes recorded by police forces rose from an average 
of 1,456 a month from January to April this year to 2,211 on average from May to August. 
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 Please access the news article here. 
 
Police chiefs summoned over dangerous streets 
Police chiefs from Britain's seven highest murder regions are being hauled to a crisis meeting this 
week to tackle the spread of dangerous crime. 
 
The meeting, called by policing and crime minister Kit Malthouse, has come as the nation was 
rocked by the death of 12-year-old Ava White in Liverpool after she was stabbed following a row 
with four teenage boys. 
 
Already 2021 has been one of the worst years for knife killings on record with 27 deaths in London 
alone. 
 

 Please access the news article here.  
 
Teenager homicides 2021: London sees deadliest year in a decade, with 28 teens killed 
A total of 28 teenage homicides have taken place in London so far in 2021 – making it the deadliest 
year in more than a decade. 
 
This figure surpasses the 27 teenage homicides recorded in 2017, which had been the highest in 
recent years. 
 
The previous peak was a record 29 teen homicides in the capital in 2008. 
 

 Please access the news article here.  

 

POLICE GENERAL 
 
The police bill is an unprecedented assault on our freedom – Priti Patel must be stopped 
[opinion] 
Poor Boris Johnson. He faces a potential fine and up to 10 years in jail if he fulfils the promise he 
made in 2016 to lie in front of the bulldozers, in order to stop the third runway at Heathrow. This is 
because of the authoritarian, protest-crushing proposals contained in the Policing, Crime, Sentencing 
and Courts Bill, which Priti Patel, our most right-wing home secretary in generations, is currently 
taking through parliament. 
 
The bill was withdrawn after the huge public outcry over the heavy-handed policing of the vigil 
marking the murder of Sarah Everard by a serving police officer. It was then generally agreed that 
the bill’s punitive suppression of protests had no place in a supposed liberal democracy. But once 
the outcry had passed, Patel quietly re-introduced the bill – and with the government’s huge majority 
it has been progressing through parliament. 
 

 Please access the news article here 
 
Police warn people less likely to comply with Covid rules after Christmas party scandal 
Senior police officers have warned that public compliance with new Covid laws will be affected by 
the Downing Street Christmas party scandal. 
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Sources stated that anecdotal reports were coming in over terse exchanges between police and the 
public in recent days, and that officers fear any move to ban parties would prompt a significant 
backlash. 
 
One senior police officer, speaking off the record, warned that if any new restrictions come in, the 
“public would try to comply … but would be rightly p****d off”. 
 

 Please access the news article here.  
 
Vulnerable children risk falling into crime ‘if schools do not reopen in January’ 
Further school closures will result in thousands of vulnerable children slipping through the net and 
being drawn into violent crime, drug dealing and sex abuse, campaigners have warned. 
 
Nadhim Zahawi, the Education Secretary, has said he will do everything in his power to keep schools 
“protected and open”, but was unable to guarantee that pupils would return to the classroom in 
January following the Christmas break. 
 

 Please access the news article here.  
 
Repeat knife criminals avoid prison sentence despite ‘two strikes’ policy 
Almost half of all repeat knife crime offenders avoided a prison sentence last year, breaking the 
government’s “two strikes and you’re out” pledge. 
 
Official statistics also show that almost one in five people convicted of a knife crime reoffend. 
 
Last year’s reoffending figure — 18 per cent — was up from 12 per cent a decade ago, according to 
analysis by Steve Reed, Labour’s shadow justice secretary. 
 

 Please access the news article here .  
 
Middle-class drug users could lose UK passports under Boris Johnson’s plans 
Middle-class drug users are to be targeted as part of a 10-year strategy to be announced by Boris 
Johnson’s government with a heavy focus on war-on-drugs-era punishment. 
 
So-called “lifestyle” users of class A drugs face losing their passports or driving licences under 
proposals designed to target wealthy professionals who the government will argue are driving 
exploitative practices with their demand. 
 
Police officers will be handed powers to go through drug dealers’ phones and contact their clients 
with warnings about drug use in a bid to spook them into changing their behaviour. 
 

 Please access the news article here.  
 

JUSTICE 

 
Landmark reforms for victims 
Justice Secretary Dominic Raab set out plans for a first ever Victims’ Law that would guarantee 
greater consultation with them during the criminal justice process to ensure their voices are properly 
heard, and hold Agencies such as the police, Crown Prosecution Service and courts to appropriately 
account for the service they provide to victims. 
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Under plans set out in the consultation, victims’ views would be taken into better account at regular 
points during their case. Proposals include an explicit requirement for prosecutors to meet the victims 
of certain crimes before making a charging decision in order to understand the impact. 
 
More information can be found in the consultation section of this newsletter. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
Four convicted offenders wrongly released because prison escorts misunderstood 
sentence 

Senior judges have warned of a “growing problem” with potentially violent offenders being wrongly 
released from custody because privatised prison escorts fail to understand sentences. 

Lord Justice Haddon-Cave, the senior presiding judge for England and Wales, highlighted concern 
among colleagues after it emerged that four convicted offenders were released from court earlier 
this year because custody officers misunderstood the sentences. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
Ground-breaking pilot to safeguard domestic abuse victims 
The pilot, called Project Shield, developed a new approach to ensuring vital information about the 
existence and conditions of victims’ non-molestation orders (NMOs) granted by the courts was easily 
accessible to safeguarding professionals and police officers. 
 
Discussed in depth at a seminar hosted by North Yorkshire Police, attendees heard how solutions 
identified by the Project Shield team could be upscaled and rolled out nationally, so all police forces 
and safeguarding agencies could experience the same benefits. Vitally, they also heard how the 
national adoption of Project Shield could deliver a better level of service and safety to those who are 
most at risk of harm – the victims and survivors of abuse. 
 
Chief Constable Lisa Winward said: “The new ways of working identified by Project Shield have 
enabled us to respond more effectively when victims report breaches of their NMO to us. Vitally it’s 
also allowed us to take early and decisive safeguarding action to prevent harm from occurring. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 

 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Organised crime crackdown a success with 2,631 arrests 
Operation Venetic - dubbed the deepest ever into serious organised crime ? saw officers access 
Encrochat, a supposedly secure messaging service used by criminals. The National Crime Agency 
yesterday revealed 2,631 people have been arrested since the operation began in May 2020. Of 
these, 1,384 have been charged and 260 convicted already. 
 
Police have seized 5,646kg of Class A drugs, 8,789kg of cannabis, 165 guns, 3,404 rounds of 
ammunition and almost £76million in cash. Gangs are also believed to have used the handheld 
devices to plot attacks on rivals, plan ways of enforcing drug debts and arrange for money to be 
laundered. 
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 Please access the news article here. 

 
Online Safety Bill to outlaw financial scams and cyberflashing 
Scam financial adverts, “cyberflashing” and encouraging people to self-harm on social media are all 
expected to be made illegal after a group of MPs and peers said they should be included in a new 
bill designed to “call time on the Wild West online”. 
 
A parliamentary committee has recommended a number of changes to the long-awaited Online 
Safety Bill, which is designed to regulate internet companies and social media platforms. 
 
Its proposals include a requirement on all pornography websites to demonstrate what they are doing 
to stop under-18s accessing their content, and making it illegal to send flashing images to someone 
with epilepsy if the intention is to cause a seizure. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
Five-year delay for new police computer as cost soars 68% 
A replacement for the creaking police national computer has been delayed by five years, with costs 
soaring to £1.1 billion, amid warnings that there is a “risk” of relying on existing technology. 
 
A report revealed that the new national law enforcement database was not expected to be available 
until at least 2025-26 and that its cost had increased by 68 per cent. It said this compounded the 
Home Office’s “miserable record of exorbitantly expensive digital programmes that fail to deliver”. 
 
It meant that police forces must continue to rely on the computer, a 47-year-old system that stores 
all criminal records information and was used 133 million times in 2019-20. 
 

 Please access the news article here. 
 
 

PRISONS 

 
Prison league tables will rank how well jails get offenders off drugs and into jobs 
Prisons will be ranked in national league tables on how well they get offenders off drugs and alcohol 
and into education and employment on release. 
 
The “zero tolerance” plans announced by Prime Minister Boris Johnson and his deputy Dominic Raab 
come as part of a crackdown on drugs that has been at the centre of the Government’s so-called 
“crime week”. 
 
It has included a focus on cutting middle class drug users, with Policing Minister Kit Malthouse 
yesterday suggesting dinner party guests should call the police if they witness their companions 
taking drugs. 
 

 Please access the news article here  
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FIRE 

   
Roy Wilsher appointed as new inspector of police and fire service 
Home Secretary Priti Patel has announced the appointment of Roy Wilsher OBE QFSM as a new 
inspector of police and fire and rescue services at the independent inspectorate HMICFRS. 
 
Mr Wilsher will take up the dual role of Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary in England and 
Wales and Inspector of Fire and Rescue Authorities in England. He will primarily oversee inspections 
in the eastern region, covering fire risk assessments across the East Midlands and East of England. 
 

 Please access the news article here  
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